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CEEAC Heads of State Leave Bangui for Zaire 
ABO0903 185289 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] The heads of state and government of the 
member countries of the Economic Community of Cen- 
tral African States [CEEAC] left the CAR capital late this 
morning for Gbadolite in Zaire at the invitation of the 
family of Zairian president Mobutu Sese Seko, the 
outgoing CEEAC chairman. [words indistinct] the visit 
of the CEEAC leaders, (?including) CAR President Gen- 
eral Andre Kolingba, the current CEEAC chairman, were 
seen off at the Bangui- Mpoko Airport by the speaker of 
the National Assembly, Maurice Metho; the executive 
secretary of the Central African Democratic Rally, 
(Josephe Mavimbi), members of government. and other 
[words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 


RSA Envoy Discusses Comoros Relations 
MB0803084789 London BBC World Service in English 
0635 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[text] In 1978, a group of foreign mercenaries invaded 
and installed a man called Ahmed Abdallah as president. 
Well, foreign mercenaries are still heading Mr Abdallah’s 
presidential guard in the Comoro. There are about 20 of 
them there, plus 500 Comoran nationals. But their 
apparent power and influence have brought the Comoros 
into the bad books of South Africa. 


Over the past few years, you see, the South Africans have 
been pumping millions of dollars worth of aid and 
investment into the Comoros. Keeping an eye on devel- 
opment there—like a $30 million hotel, a 1,300 acre 
experimental farm, and road and housing construction 
projects—is Roger Harding. Roger is South Africa's 
trade representative there, and he is based in the capital. 
Moroni. 


Now, according to Roger Harding, South Africa is so 
unhappy about the way the national guard has been 
abusing its assistance that it is seriously thinking of 
pulling out of the Comoros altogether. On the line, he 
told Caroline Dempster what exactly had upset South 
Africa. 


[Begin recording] [Harding] We saw in the Comoros a 
show window where South Africa donated aid openly 
and by doing so could show our bona fides to other 
African leaders and encouraged them to have a more 
open relationship with us. To do that we had to give 
quite a substantial amount of aid, including an annual 
lump sum which was given to the Comoran Govern- 
ment, which at the time of coming to power in 1978 was 
absolutely broke. There wasn't a penny in the coffers. 
Gradually, we became aware that this money was being 


used to pay the presidential guard. 
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[Dempster] Is the presidential guard there for the explicit 
purpose of protecting the president? Or do they have any 
other functions? 


[Harding] Originally, they were regarded as the saviors 
of the tyrannical rule of the previous president, but 
gradually they have become more and more entrenched 
in business affairs, political affairs, and they are regarded 
generally as outsiders interfering in the political and 
internal works of the country. That brings out the 
question of South Afnica’s involvement. 


Everything that we have tried to do—for example, an 
agricultural farm which was supposed to be a pilot farm to 
determine the kind of seeds thai will flourish in rather 
impoverished conditions; to try and get a breed of cattle 
going we havc flown in cattle, agricultural experts, every- 
thing—that farm is generally presented by the guard as 
their farm. All the ad hoc projects have all been done via 
the presidential guard at the express wishes of the presi- 
dent. We have been told, you know, when the time is npe 


more or less run out now. We feel that it is time to take the 
matter in hand and to run our own projects. 


[Dempster] Now, if South Africa has been having so little 
success thus far in convincing the Comoran people that 
they are doing good work there, what are you planning to 
do about the situation now? 


[Harding] | think that the Comoran people basically 
realize what the problem is. It 1s a very small community. 
Everything that happens is known. | think that the 
population at large, generally, are beginning to have 
sympathy with South Africa and realizing the position 
we are in. 


[Dempster] So, who are you most interested in trying to 
impress” The local Comoran people? Or are ou trying to 
use the Comorose as a showpiece for the rest of Africa? 


[Harding] Well, obviously, the Comoran people. But it's 
a small country. With the amount of money we have put 
in there, we do hope that it will impress the rest of Africa. 


[Dempster] But it does seem that you're pouring money 
into a bottomless pot and that is the presidential guard. 


[Harding] It does, but there's a dichotomy of thought in 
South African official circles. One is to pull out of the 
Comoros, and the other one ts to try and patch up and try 
and carry it through because if South Africa has to pull 
out of the Comoros, which is the only alternative if we 
take the hard line with the mercenaries, then we tend to 
lose. We feel that a lot of Comorans would suffer. 


[Dempster] Some people would say that your decision to 


carry on and to keep on trying to pour money into the 
country 18 not completely altruisticm, that the Comores 
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iS an important staging post for trade with whichever 
countries to the north. At one point there were -umors of 
an arms trafficking going up to Iraq, Iran. 


[Harding] All I can say to that is, you know, the French 
are the major partner of the Comoros. They have coo- 
perants in every single ministry, in harbor control, the 
customs. There is no way that South Africa could handle 
anything. And | might add they do have a defense treaty 
with the Comoros. It's the French responsibility. They 
do have their military base and the French Foreign 
Legion in Mayotte, which is 30 minutes away. It is hardly 
likely. I think if South Africa wanted to do anything like 
that through the Comoros, they would do it once and 
once only. [end recording} 


* Portuguese Investments Benefit Private Sector 
34420047b Lisbon O INDEPENDENTE In Portuguese 
13 Jan 89 p Il-7 


[Text] This year Portuguese investments and financing 
with regard to Africa will concentrate on programs 
concerned with the return of nationalized companies to 
the private sector and restoration of the private sector 
itself in Sao Tome and Principe, Mozambique, Guinea- 
Bissau, and Angola. 


The other precept of the major source of financing 
(which continues to be the State through the bank) will 
be to follow step by step the international competition 
faced by the former colonies. 


The restoration of a commercial bank and participation 
in the creation of another are among the measures 
scheduled for this year. In Bissau the Guinean commer- 
cial bank will receive about $250,000 each from Pinto e 
Sotto Mayor, Fonsecas e Burnay, and Portuguese Real 
Estate Company, a sum which the Guinean banking 
officials consider “ndiculous.” 


In Mozambique, Portugal will participate in the restora- 
tion of the only bank still in private hands, Standard 
Totta de Mozambique, in which Fonsecas e Burnay hold 
10 percent of the shares, Totta ¢ Acores 30 percent, and 
Standard Bank of London 40 percent. 


In November the Central Bank of Mozambique autho- 
rized Standard Totta to work with foreign exchange. 
although only in unforeseen contingencies, and steps 
were taken to begin training specialized personnel and to 
modernize the equipment. At the end of the past year. 
Totta ¢ Acores appointed Antonio Galamba as a “res- 
ident” administrator. Within 3 months the Mozambican 
Government will decide whether it will expand the 
activity of the Standard bank. 


Foreign shareholders are studying the feasibility of 
increasing the capital of the Mozambican bank, opening 
it to companies operating in Mozambique, such as 
Entreposto Commercial or Lonrho. 
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Many Portuguese interests with traditional investments in 
the former colonies, as in the case of Entreposto Commer- 
cial and the Joao Ferreira dos Santos group in Mozambi- 
que or the Mota and Company or UNICER [Brewery 
Union] in Angola, will invest in joint ventures associated 
with the business sector and the supply of services in 
essential areas ranging from informatics to the training of 
specialized personnel and technical advisers. 


Portuguese companies without very much operating 
experience in Africa are now participating in joint initi- 
atives with traditional investments. The most recent 
example is one which occurred in Mozambique in the 
tourism sector where FNAC [National Federation of 
Commercial Associations] joined forces with Entreposto 
in surveying various hotel accommodations. 


International Cooperative Projects 


Insofar as possible, the state will support and promote 
the participation of Portuguese companies in projects 
financed by international institutions and organizations 
in areas of transportation and energy infrastructures. 


Special emphasis will be given to the Beira and Limpopo 
trunk lines in Mozambique and to the Benguela Railroad 
trunk line in Angoia. 


These initiatives involve companies in the construction 
sector, such as Tamega, Technical Constructions, or 
SOMEC [expansion unknown); and companies in the 
service sector, such as Norma, ETEI [expansion 
unknown], SISMET [expansion unknown], or Partex. 


Also among the projects financed by international orga- 
nizations is “the favorable position” of COBA [expan- 
sion unknown], the Hydroelectric Company and other 
Portuguese firms in the competition for the restoration 
of Angola's electric sector and for the construction and 
equipping of the Americo Boavido Hospital, also in 
Angola. 


Returning to Mozambique, South Africa plans to furnish 
funds for the modernization and restoration of the 


Maputo port. 


Certain construction and service firms, especially those 
which achieve the “miracle” of being associated with the 
Portugal-Mozambique Chamber of Commerce and the 
Portuguese-speaking South African Chamber of Com- 
merce, will participate in the projects of the expansion 
and modernization of the port facilities in Maputo. 


‘Major’ Projects 
The Portuguese banking system will “release” the sum of 
$34 million to finance the second phase of the Loumaum 


Dam, everyone is in agreement on this point, from the 
companies with projects already completed (of the electric 
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sector, EDP [Portuguese Electric Company, construction) 
to the banking sector itself; this 1s because the state decided 
(one more exception) to target this operation. 


Another $9 million is still to 
phase A of Loumaum, a sum which, from all indications, 
will be forthcoming this year. 


possibility of making use of another $6 million. The 
commercial bank does not intend to release new con- 
tracts for this operation, unless evaluations or orders of 
a political nature come into the picture. 
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make a systematic survey of the resources of that valley, 
reopen the lines of communication in the direction of 
Beira and revitalize the coal mines of Moatize (Partex 
will head this project). 


Among the major projects are the eventual investments 
in Tagol in the southern part of Sao Tome and Principe, 
a project of several million dollars covering agriculture, 
cattle raising, and the promotion of tourism. 


In 1987 the Antral-Cipan group (PORTUCEL [Cellulose 
and Paper Company of Portugal]) asked the Worid Bank 
to finance a cellulose proyect in Guinea-Bissau involving 
a eucalyptus planting, celluiose production facilities, and 
port infrastructures. The request got nowhere. 


‘Small’ Projects 


The ardor of the revolutionary period and the privileges 
of certain small-time Portuguese intermedianes are now 
being compensated by numerous agricultural projects 
and import-export projects of doubtful viability. 


Honorary consuls are also figures which are multiplying 
with clear-cut advantages on the practical level. The 
Barata hotel group has just signed a protocol of cooper- 
ation with Guinea-Bissau in the tourism sector in which 
it 18 stipulated that the Portuguese hote! owner will have 
preference in various tourist initiatives taken by the 
country. 
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Cameroon 


Government Denies Bad Relations With IMF 
AB0403064 189 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 3 Mar 89 


(Text] The Presidency of the republic has issued a 
Statement denouncing as absolutely unfounded and 
baseless foreign press indicators on the working relations 
between Cameroon and the International Monetary 
Fund. The statement makes it clear that both the work- 
ing re ations and the financial accord signed last Septem - 
ber between Cameroon and the IMF have never been put 
(?aside). On the contrary, the statement explained, the 
second working session between Cameroon and the IMF. 
which took place in Cameroon from 7 to 2! February, 
produced a satisfactory outcome to both parties. 


Chad 


* Acheick Oumar Interviewed on Reconciliation 
34190141 Ndjamena EL-WATAN in French 
5-11 Feb 89 p 2 


{“Exclusive” interview with Acheik Ibn Oumar by L. 
Sa-Ndoudjinang, first two paragraphs are AL-WATAN 
introduction] 


{Text} “Our best contribution to Chad's national recon- 
struction and development is to end the state of bellig- 
erency which we are supporting, and put an end to the 
war and the destruction of Chadians. For, without peace 
and the solidarity of the country’s sons, we cannot speak 
of reconstruction or development. 


That is what Comrade Acheik Inb Oumar declared 
during an exclusive interview he granted to us on | 
February 1989. Comrade Acheik, who returned to the 
country after 6 years’ exile, expressed his satisfaction 
with the application of the agreements which his move- 
ment, the Chadian Patriotic Front (FPT), signed about 4 
months ago with the Chadian Government. 


[EL-WATAN] What is your impression of the country 
after a 6-year absence? 


[Oumar] First, | am struck by the spectacular population 
growth of N'Djamena. We feel that the population has 
doubled or tripled; an impression of overpopulation. We 
imagine that would be reflected in hardships in living 
standards for the inhabitants, but primarily as a burden 
for the the city of N"Djamena administrators. 


The second thing | noticed was the vitality of N"Dya- 
mena’s population, with its enterprise on the commercial 
and economic level, etc., despite the crisis which the 
country has undergone. It is very striking because one 
expected to find a dead city. But we see that along with 
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the war, and despite the country’s weakness, and the 
enormous damage—<despite everything, Chadians have 
kept up a spirit of enterprise and of hope in the future. 
That is truly remarkable. 


The third thing I noticed was the security. We thought 
that N’"Djamena ought to be some sort of Chicago where 
people disappeared from every street corner, and were 
kidnaped and eliminated at the drop of a hat; where it 
was not good to go out at night, or stick ones nose out of 
doors after 1800. No, there was nothing at all of that. We 
found that public security was better in N'Djamena 
today than previously. | happened to go out late and | 
saw very busy restaurants and bars, and people were 
walking back from the movies. 


Perhaps the negative aspect is that these throngs of 
veople, this enormous growth, pose serious problems 
concerning social structures: hospitals and schools, for 
example, are really unable to accommodate them. 


[EL-WATAN] You seem quite pleased with your return. 
It was the same the day your fighters in the ranks of the 
FANT [Chadian National Armed Forces] were over- 
thrown. Does that mean that all the clauses of the 
agreement signed between the FPT, which you lead, and 
the government are being applied? 


[Oumar] All the clauses are not being applied because a 
relatively long time is needed for their complete appli- 
cation. Some notable points are [being} applied, namely, 
the freeing of prisoners of war and the integration of the 
elements which were at Kalait. Those are the two most 
notable points. 


[EL-WATAN] At this very time, are all prisoners of war 
from your ranks in fact truly at liberty in conformity 
with the agreement? 


[Oumar] By now, more than 400 prisoners. There 
remains a small number dispersed throughout the prov- 
inces. But it must be said we had trouble producing an 
exact list. It must be emphasized that the Kalait elements 
represent only a fraction of our forces. There are fighters 
operating in the east. A commission has been set up to 
reassemble all these elements which are between the 
Ouaddai, the Guera, and the Salamat. 


[EL-WATAN] Can you give us an idea of the number of 
these elements” 


[Oumar] It is hard to determine their number. We have 
combatants who are detained in Libya. They are either in 
the officer schools, or in training camps. or [they are] 
medical evacuees. Ail are part of integrated units. Other 
elements are in neighboring countries. So there are still 
scattered elements to be reassembled and brought back 
to the country. 
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Among the integrated forces, infantry units were actuallv 
integrated into the FANT ranks, [while] certain technical 
services and certain officers and noncommissioned offic- 
ers have not yet been assigned. But that is because of 


technical problems. 


Return of Refugees 


The other remaining points of the agreement concern the 
return of The probierm has barely beer taken up. 
Some of our partisans live in neighboring countries. They, 
too, should come back but the question of reception 
facilities still exists; some occupied houses still remain yet 
to be freed. There will be the material probiem of their 
transport. All this calls for setting up facilities in collabo- 
ration with the High Commission for Refugees (HCR). A 
few individuais are beginning to return, but the greatest 
part of the work still remains to be done. 


{[EL-WATAN] Where ts the greatest part of those you call 
your partisans? 


[Oumar] Mainly in Libya. Other concentrations are in 
the Cameroon, particularly at Polia; in Nigeria; and in 
Benin. There are a few in the Congo and the Sudan. The 
facilities’ procedures have been begun to receive them. 
But that will require some time. Likewise, provision has 
been made in the agreements to reintegrate officials, 
cadres, and traditional chiefs: integration depends on the 
return of interested persons. Finally, there 1s the problem 
of our participation in the different state bodies, which 
has not yet been taken up, and we also should discuss 
with the UNIR [National Union for Independence and 
Revolution] the procedures for unifying our efforts. 


[EL-WATAN] You want to talk about the FPT joining 
the UNIR, nght? 


[Oumar] In fact, in one way or another unity must be 
achieved, regardiess of the concrete form it should be 
given. In conformity with the terms of our agreement, 
the leaderships of the FPT and the UNIR will discuss 
that within the framework of a joint committee. 


[EL-WATAN] Your departure from Tripoli was some- 
what incredible; can you tell us what happened? 


[Oumar] As a matter of fact, I left Libya individually. As 
an organization, the greater part of our cadres remains in 
Libya. So far as | am concerned, it was really necessary to 
create a fuss, to make protests there. At the airport, we 
left forcibly. Our demonstrations brought about the 
intervention of certain friendly countries who, in turn, 
protested. That is what contributed to my being allowed 
to depart, while leaving my wife in Tripoli. she followed 
me much later, after the return of the ambassador of 
Chad to Tripoli. But most of my colleagues are still held 
there. That creates many problems which we hope some 
day to resolve within the scope of normalized relations 
between the two countries. 
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[EL-WATAN] Do you feel that al-Qadhdhafi can coop- 
erate in bringing about a return to a definitive peace 
between our two peoples? 


Libya Isolated in the International Sphere 


{Oumar} It ts in the interests of the two countries. But the 
ball is much more in the Libyan court. Because of its 
actions in Chad, Libya isolated i.sclf on the international 
level. It alienated itseif from all the opposition factions 
who went to Libya. We thought we could rely on a third 
country, Libya, to settle our differences with our own 
brothers, but at the end of the experience, we are obliged 
to conclude that it was no. the right choice. We realize 
that once all [our] political objectives are reconciled, 
aside from our inter-Chadian differences or quarrels, 
Libya's aims are dangerous for Chad. The Chadian and 
Libyan peoples are brothers and therefore Libya has an 
interest in working for peace. Now, will peace be 
achieved definitively and rapidly? That will take a rela- 
tively long time, under the best of circumstances. At 
present it would be difficult to give a clear-cut reply. 


[EL-WATAN] How do you intend to participate in the 
national reco”.,iruction now? 


[Oumar] As the Patnotic Front, our principal contnbution 
to national reconstruction 1s to end the state of belligerency 
which we have sustained, end the war, end the destruction 
and death of Chadians who followed us, and restore unity 
to the great family by laying down our arms; sce to it thai 
there 1s only one Chadian Army which contributes to the 
security and tranquillity of Chad. Because, without peace 
and solidarity among the country’s sons, we cannot speak 
of reconstruction or development. The positive tasks of 
reconstruction and development are enormous now. It 
would be an exaggeration to say we are arriving with magic 
solutions. We are not supermen whc think our presence 
will solve everything. 


Congo 


Missile Contract Reportedly Meant for Libya 
ABO903211589 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] A murky affair involving an arms deal in Africa is 
embarrasing the French government. It involves the con- 
signment of sophisticated military equipment to the 
Congo. But the French Government has frozen the deal 
and begun legal action, because the arms shipment might 
have been intended not for the Brazzav !le Government, 
but for a third party. On the line to Paris, Ruth Forby 
asked journalist Paul Michaux what kind of arms were 
involved. 


[Begin recording] [Mi baux}] We are talking about at 
least SO surface-to-air missiles Mistra, which 1s manufac- 
tured by Matra, which is one of the country’s (most 
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‘eading) aerospatial weapons; manufacturers. And we are 
talking about a contract that should have been entered 
into with the Congo a year ago, according to which the 
French would very openly sell at least 50 of these missiles 
to the Congo. 


[Forby} Now, ts it legal for France to export this sort of 
weapon to the Congo? 


[Michaux] Definitely, in fact, the French have always 
exported this kind of equipment to its former colonies, 
as well as to other countries. In this particular case, the 
contract was developed, from what | understand, very 
openly and the green light was received for the contract 
all down the line up to the highest instance, which is the 
Interministerial Counci!. which includes the prime min- 
ister, Defense Ministry, 1 cetera. 


[Forby] So if this was a partly legal. above board con- 
tract, where have the allegations that the weapons were 
going to a third party come from? 


[Michaux] Well, actually that is where the mystery lies in 
the whole story now. The story, it’s been pointed out, 
was broken not by the government but first by the 
French television network TF!, and the weekly maga- 
zine, LEVENMENT DU JEUDI, which came out with 
the story last night. The French presidency has reacted 
by giving a rather closed-lip account of what really 
happened, but apparently they claim, the French presi- 
dency claims, that they were not completely aware as to 
what was happening, and they have announced in their 
communique that they have opened up a criminal 
inquiry into the matter in which they talk about possible 
intermediaries, both in France—there is a Frenchman 
who has been named but also they've named a high-level 
official in the Congolese Government. 


[Forby] What have the Congolese had to say about this? 
Where are they actually involved in a contract with 
France? 
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[Michaux] | have put the question directly to the presi- 
dency in Brazzaville, and I have been told adamantly 
that the Congo has never in any way been involved in 
this issue. | have also spoker to the personality 
involved—a very high-level official close to President 
Sassou—and he, himself, tells me he has not been 
involved, and he has jusi taken on an attorney to file a 
suit against the publication and the TV channel who 
have named him as being possibly an intermediary. 


[Forby] So does that point the finger of suspicion at the 
French in having created a totally fictitious contract? 


[Michaux] It's very possible, and one rumor that is afloat 
here is that in effect there's always been a contract, and 
although the official sources here name the third country 
as being in the Soviet bloc—it's a very easy accusation to 
make because there are so many countnes [words indis- 
tunct}—but in fact, the missiles were all along intended 
for Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, who has always been known to 
attempt, when he can. to put his hands on equipment of 
this sophistication. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea 


Mbasago, Soviet Envoy Discuss Cooperation 
AB0303 141489 Malabo Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 3 Mar 8&9 


{Excerpt} President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, head of 
state and founding chairman of the Democratic Party of 
Equatorial Guinea, yesterday received three ambassa- 
dors accredited to our country. They are Boris Krasnikov 
of the Soviet Union, Manuel Alabart-Fernandez of 
Spain, and Chester Norris of the United States. During 
his meeting with Ambassador Krasnikov, which was also 
attended by Foreign Minister Marcelino Nguema 
Onguene, and (Andrei Dasanov), an (official) of the 
Soviet Embassy, discussions centered on various aspects 
of bilateral cooperation and on fisheries in particular. 
Other issues also discussed included the signing of 
[words indistinct] and draft agreements on sports and 
culture. [passage omitted] 
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* Opposition Scores President for Favoritism 
34000065c Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN 
NEWSLETTER in English 7 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] Four people were killed and about 100 more 
injured (including 32 policemen) when clashes broke out 
on January 3 between police and residents of the Balbala 
shantytown who were resisting the demolition of their 
homes. The fighting lasted for more than three hours and 
the army was called in to rcstore order. More than 200 


L.O.N. [INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER] The latest 
unrest adds to an already tense situation created by 


frequent search operations. They came after a series of 
attacks which have taken place over the past 


to heighten tension. We 


359), President Hassan 


become vacant. He thus replaces Farah Ali Waberi in 
this function. 


Ethiopia 


Plans To ’ 27 Million Peasants in 1989 
EA0503204 189 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 5 Mar 89 


Ol eee See ES eee 
the Ethiopian Peasants Association [EPA] has been held 
here in Addis Ababa to discuss reports presented by the 
executive and control committees. Comrade Abdela 
Sonesa, member of the Central Committee of the Work- 
ers Party of Ethiopia and chairman of the EPA, address- 
ing the meeting yesterday. said that all-around effort is 
= to enhance production and productivity and 
sufficiency in food through the socialist mode 

od cation Comrade Abdela pointed out that the 
distribution of over 100 300 quintals of selected seeds 
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and 1,100,000 quintals of fertilizers to the peasantry 
during the 1980/8! Ethiopian calendar year [1987/88- 
1988/89] has increased the harvest. 


He also pointed out that plans are being finalized to 
regroup 2,700,000 peasants (?with) family members into 
villages during the current year. 


Somalia 


President Barre Leaves for UAE 6 March 
EA0703075889 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Arabic 1330 GMT 6 Mar 89 


[Summary] Somali President Siad Barre left Somalia 
today on an official visit to the United Arab Emirates 
[UAE]. In a press statement before leaving, he said he 
would hold talks with his host Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan 
Al-Nuhayyan on strengthening relations between the two 
countries. 


Uganda 


Government Denies Incursions Into Kenya 
EA0903213089 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Following the protest note by the Kenyan Gov- 
ernment to the Uganda Government that cattle rustlers 
had been aliowed to cross into Kenya 2nu carry out raids, 
the government of Uganda wishes to state 1s follows. 


During the early morning of 2nd March 1989 about 400 
cattle rustlers are reported to have crossed 
into Kenya and raided the areas of Alale and (Amkunat), 


comp of Gam conte eaten wom dumad & hemp 


new phenomenon has made cattle rustling a more dan- 
gerous activity, which the governments of Kenya and 
Uganda have been trying to eradicate. 
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The government of Kenya in its statement protested to 
the Uganda Government very strongly against what it 
called allowing armed and uniformed men to cross into 
Kenya to kill innocent Kenyans and steal livestock. The 
Government of Uganda disassociates itself from these 
acts of banditry and denies categorically any involve- 
ment in the caid made by its Army or its (words 
indistinct) firearms and ammunition were officially 
sanctioned by the government. 


Cattle rustling in the area has not been a one-way traffic. 
For example, on 4th February 1989, about |! ,000 armed 
rustlers crossed from West Pokot in Kenya into Uganda 
and raided cattle in (Narnawi) area. An intervention by 
Ugandan security forces forced them to retreat with the 
cattle, leaving 32 of them dead. If the Government of 
Uganda were to protest to the Kenya Government about 
each and every one of such raids the list of protests 
would be endless, knowing that neighbor government 
sanctions such acts. The Kenyan Government knows 
— fact. Therefore, the protest note is unwarranted and 
unfair. 


The Government of Uganda believes that cattle rustling 
iS a security problem which should be tackled by both 
a 2 2 oS oe in the past. The 
Government of Uganda also holds that these acts of 
banditry should not be used to create bad reiations 
between Uganda and Kenya. On the contrary, such 
incidents call for intensification of joint efforts to stamp 
out cattle rustling in the area. 


It is unfortunate and a matter of profound regret that the 
government of Kenya has found it fit to accuse the 
Government of Uganda of bombing the Kenyan town of 
Lobichogio, which is on the Kenya-Sudan border. The 
government of Uganda categorically rejects this allega- 
tion in its entirety and states further that at no time has 
any of its military aircraft been in the vicinity, let alone 
engaged in bombing or other hostile actions against 
Kenya. 


In its response today, Uganda has noted with further 
regret provocative and highly abusive statements and 
articles from Kenya in violation of the accord reached at 
the Malaba summit of December 1987. Such abusive 
Statements have included insults hurled at President 
Yoweri Museveni and the government of Uganda. In 
spite of all of these provocations, Uganda will continue 
to applaud the principle of good neighbourliness and 
work for mutual understanding, cooperation and stabil- 
ity in the interests of our peoples and our region. 


Red Cross Tc Resume Operations 
EA0203 190289 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 02 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The head of delegation of the ICRC, Mr Arthur 
(Desizzi), has announced that his delegation will soon 
resume operations in Soroti District. Mr (Desizzi) 
announced this during the closing of a 2-week seminar 
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for the regzonal and zonal field officers sponsored jointly 
by the ICRC, the Danish Red Cross and the Uganda Red 
Cross societies at (Ruweza} Conference Center. The Red 
Cross operations in Soroti and in the neighboring county 
were temporarily stopped following a rebel ambush on 
the relief supply truck near Soroti, killing one official 
and injuring three others. 


During the same function, the chairman of the Uganda 
Red Cross Society, Prof Nsubuga, regretted inhuman 
incidents such as ambushes which he feared would 
continue to disrupt humanitarian services. He called for 
more international assistance because the Uganda Red 
Cross, he said, cannot presently operate without the 
assistance of international orgasisa*ions like the ICRC. 
The secretary-general of the Ugania Red Cross, Mr 
Peter (Oriema), reported that the Ped Cross services 
have now been extended to tne countryside and the 
projects are being identified. 


Ghali Delivers Mubarak Message to Museveni 
NC0603215689 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
2100 GMT 6 Mar 89 


{Text} Kampala, 6 Mar (MENA)—Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni has received a message from President 
Husni Mubarak, as part of the constant consultations 
between the two countries. The Uzandan president 
received the message from Dr Butrus Ghali, minister of 
state for foreign affairs, whom he received this eves\ing. 


After the meeting, Dr Ghali said that his visit to Uganda 
is an expression of the reality of the ties of traditional 
friendship and shared affiliation to the Nile Basin that 
exist between the two peopies and governments. 


He said thai the relations between Egypt and Uganda are 
developing in all fields, particularly in the field of 
technical cooperation. 


Dr Ghali affirmed that Egypt is prepared to place its 
specialized exnerts at the service of Uganda's develop- 
ment and to expand and diversify cooperation between 
the two countries, in accordance with the South-South 


cooperation policy. 


Dr Ghali has left Kampala for Addis Ababa to chair the 
meetings of the first session of the Joint Egyptian- 
Ethiopian Committee. 


* Museveni New Year Message Notes Progress 
34000186 Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
3 Jan 89 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The National Resistance Council (NRC) will be 
expanded this year to include members from District 
Resistance Councils (RC5), President Yoweri Museveni 
announced during his New Year's message to the Nation 
at the weekend. 
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He said that details of the process would soon be given 
by the NRM [National Resistance Movement] Secretar- 
iat. The President noted that the democratic process had 
been vastly consolidated, with the Resistance Council's 
movement well establiched in almost all parts of the 
country. 


He assured all Ugandans that they have ali reason to be 
confident that the country was finally set for a prosper- 
ous future, provided “we all draw relevant and appro- 
priate conclusions from our past turbulent history.” 


He advised the various political groups in the broad- 
based NRM Government to use their presence in the 
Government to push forward their views instead of using 
cheap prop2ganda papers to vent their prejudices. 


He told thosy ©»: » to become more pnacipled and 
responsible. .iac .: “'t isa mistake for these teaden- 
cies to unc. © .imaic the organisational capacity of the 
National Pc aes Movement.” 


He said that one hears voices among the elite who still 
propound the themes of factionalism despite the fact 
that all previous political factions are represented in the 
government. “This is nothing but intrigue,” he added. 


On the rebel activities in the north and north-eastern 
Uganda, the President said the NRM Government “has 
the military and political means to dissolve the situa- 
tion,” and that the NRA [National Resistance Army] has 
continued to be strengthened such that it can guarantee 
internal security and defend the country's borders. 


He appealed to all rebels still in the bush to come out 
because, “they are fighting for a hopeless cause,” and 
pointed out that opportunities exist for them in the 
mainstream-national-mass movement. 


President Museveni reiterated the NRM Government's 
determination to strengthen the police-force in the effort 
to guarantee security in all areas. He announced that a 
new force would be created, to be known as the Admin- 
istrative Police, a local police-force under the controi of 
the district administration. This new police force, to be 
centred at the sub-county level, would be operational in 
the first part of 1989. 


On the economic front, President Museveni remarked 
that the econonuc stagnation prevailing when the NRM 
took Government had now been reversed. He explained 
that instead of a decline of over 3 percent in Gress 
Domestic Product (GDP) between 1983-1985, tne coun- 
try has now registered a growth rate of 4.5 percent in 
1987. Preliminary estimates for 1988 showed real 
growth of 5 percent in Gross Domestic Product. 
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There have been significant construction and industry. 
The indusizial sector has, since 1986, grown at a rate of 
52 percent per annum with the main contributions to 
this growth being the chemical industry, the beverages 
subsector, the textiles industry and the iron and steel 
industry. 


struction, and 
and 2,400 kilometers of gravel trunk roads have been 
rehabilitated. 


President Museveni reminded, however, that a lot of 
work still remains to be done in the education sector 
where facilities are still inadequate. He said the NRM 
Government was carefully examining the problem of 
high education costs faced by parents; and will soon 
come out with a programme to give relief to parents in 
this burden. 


The President touched on the tigiit monetary and fiscal 
policies pursued since last July, and noted that these 
have beer accompaniec by positive monetary develop- 
ments. The principal objective of these policies has been 
to contain inflationary pressures. The inflation rate has 
gone down from 10 percent in 1987 to an average rate of 
5.6 percent per month last year. “This has been achieved 
mainly through containing the money supply and 
increasing foreign exchange availability in the Bank of 
Uganda,” he said. 


President Museveni 'erefore appealed to all! industrial- 
ists to take advantage of the availability of foreign 
exchange in the Bank of Uganda to increase their pro- 
ductive capacity. He also assured Ugandans that the 
Government would continue to encourage banks to 
expand their infrastructure in the rural areas, as a means 
of mobilisix., more funds for development. 


On crop finance problem, which had continued to plague 
the country, Mr Museveni announced that the Govern- 
ment would take very stringent measures to ensure that 
the marketing boards “are adequately supplied with 
finance for crop-purchase and also to ensure that this 
money is not diverted to any other \se.” 


The National Resistance Council (NRC) will enact a law 
making it a criminal act for any licenced crop buyer to 
fail to pay cash on delivery for any crop. 


* Gulu Battles Continue, Rebels Send Lette: 
34000 186b Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
0 Jan 89 p 12 


[Article by Caroline Lamwaka] 


[Text] Three battles have been fought in the last three 
weeks between the NRA [National Resistance Army] 
and rebels of the Holy Spirit as the army continues with 
its counter insurgency operations. 
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Some 252 rebels and 30 NRA soldiers have lost their 
lives in this final phase of the offensive, now concen- 
trated to the north west and western areas of the district. 


Twenty other NRA soldiers also sustained injuries in the 
—_ according to highly piaced NRA sources in 
ulu. 


The NRA captured 124 guns, mainly SMG’S, in the 3 
battles fough: at Atiak Okidi, about 44 miles North West 
of Gulu, Alero, 35 miles North West and Koch Goma 15 
miles, South West of Gulu. 


“Nothing was lost to the enemy,” said Major General 
Fred Rwigyema. “There is no doubt that our offensive 
has been a success. It has weakened the enemy ever 
further. The only thing they can do now is to hide among 
the population. That’s where the RC’s [Regional Coun- 
cil] can do more.” 


Rebels, he observed, had built confidence in the three 
successive raids on Koch Goma, Paraa and Pabo during 
the first half of last year. But they fled to Kitgum when 
the NRA launched its offensive operations. 


“But on coming back here, they have found nuts [as 
published] tied on the eastern areas. They crossed west- 
wards thinking there were no troops but have found 
NRA. I don’t envisage what they'll do now with this 
offensive going on.” 


Around 54 rebels were killed at Okidi in the first 
weekend of December, and 20 guns captured in the 30 
minutes skirmish which began at around 2 pm. One 
NRA soldier was killed and 2 injured. 


Rebels had set up their defence at Ogom Raa, 2 miles 
inland, opposite Okidi P.7 school, and NRA soldiers had 
purposely camped to provoke them to attack, the Divi- 
sion Intelligence Officer, Captain Joe Aron, interjected. 


Rebels later disintegrated into small groups and 
regrouped at Lalworo Odong between Alero and Lamogi, 
and NRA soldiers were tipped off by the local people, 
according to sources. 


NRA killed 77 rebels at the Alero battle, which took 
approximately | hour from 5 pm on 12 December. 


“Not all the dead bodies could e counted because the 
grasses were tall,” said Aron. Rebels killed 19 NRA 
soldiers and 10 wounded. Forty eight guns were captured 
by the NRA. 


And at the battle at Koch Goma on 23 December, 121 
rebels were killed and 56 rifles captured, according to 
both NRA and independent sources. NRA lost 11 sol- 
diers while 8 others sustained injuries. 
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Rebels had spent the night at Koch Opok, 5 miles from 
the NRA defence at Koch Goma. “Soldiers had relaxed, 
thinking there was no enemy in the area,” said Maj Gen 
Rwigyema. 


Most of the rifles captured had very few ammunitions in 
them, they said. Many still use stones, shea oil and the 
holy water, but a good number have been using rifles. 


Thirteen more rebels have reported to the reception 
centre over the past two weeks and there appears to be a 
split among the rebels, with the top ranks hanging on the 
fight. On 15 December, Holy Spirit rebels sent a letter to 
Mrs Betty Bigombe. “Surrender is not in our vocabu- 
lary” said the rebel leaders in a handwritten despatch to 
elders, RCs administrators and the resident minister, 
Mrs Betty Bigombe. “We are not ready to surrender until 
God’s kingdom dominates the world. We’re strictly 
fighting a holy war. All our acts are guided by the Bible 
and the Holy spirit,” stated the letter whose signatories 
were the 13 officers, including Brig Odong Latek. 


The letter accused NRA of atrocities and told Mrs 
Bigombe to pull out of the duties assigned to her. 
“Traditionally, women belong where they are married. It 
is an insult to us for a woman to be brought to discuss 
matters of our tribe when she’s married elsewhere. Your 
prowess and brilliance should be directed to another 
field, not military surrender.” 


The letter also warned elders and mediators to back out 
of the peace initiatives, indicating that any peace move 
should be directed to their “chairman” in London. 


The letter also denigrates the peaceful move by former 
UPDA [Uganda People’s Democratic Army] soldiers. 
The rebels also believe that the elders group in Acholi 
survive because of their presence in the bush. “Oth- 
erwise, undefended, Yoweri’s wiping out is only post- 
poned because we know and still stand firm on the cause 
of the war.” 


It also called on Acholis serving the NRA/NRM 
{National Resistance Movement] system to pull out of 
the system and join hands with them “to topple the 
dictator.” 


They further claimed that they have agents in all parts of 
the country, and were “profoundly rooted in Gulu, 
Kitgum and the cities of Kampala, Nairobi and 
London.” 


“These people are fighting a sectarian war,” commented 
a source. “At least if they were talking of secession, but 
then they would be smashed.” The source regretted that 
by the time the war ends, many more people will have 
died. 
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* Muslim Council Dispute Continues 
34000186c Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
3 Jan 89 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Asuman Nakendo] 


[Text] The rivalry muslim faction led by Sheikh Ibrahim 
Saad Luwemba, the mufti-elect of the controversial 1987 
elections of the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council 
(UMSC) leadership has set up its own headquarters at 
Rubaga Road near Kampala. 


The declaration of Sheikh Luwemba’s “official” seat 
which was made on Sunday, creates the second head- 
quarters under the UMSC; each separately run by rival 
leaders, while awaiting the final court ruling from the 
Uganda Supreme Court. 


Since the beginning of 1987 there has been a big row 
between muslim followers of the mufti-elect Sheikh 
Luwemba, and the Chief Kadhi, Sheikh Hussein Rajab 
Kakooza over the UMSC headquarters at Old Kampala. 
This followed the abortive elections for the UMSC 
leadership held at Kibuli TTC in February 1987. 


The court ruling, regarding that case and which was 
passed last year, had instructed both rival groups to 
repeat the elections. But, apparently, up to now nothing 
has ever been done and the interim UMSC administra- 
tion, led by Chief Kadhi Sheikh Hussein Rajab Kakooza, 
is still in control of the UMSC. 


Addressing a mammoth congregation of his supporters, 
who attended a grand mawuledi held to mark the open- 
ing of the Rubaga Road Mosque the mufti-elect Sheikh 
Luwemba, assured his cheering followers: “After setting 
up our headquarters, we shall not waste any time with 
detractors of Islam.” 


He continued, “I shall lead you with your guidance as 
people who elected me. I will not relinquish the power 
you invested into me because of cheap gifts from our 
foreign muslim brothers.” He however, did not name the 
foreign muslim. 


Representatives of the Rabita led by Sheikh Dr 
Mohamed Kisule and Sheikh Mohamed , were 
in attendance, but those from Libya’s Islamic call Society 
declined the invitation. But, another Libyan-founded 
Organisation, Union of Muslim councils was represented 
by the Secretary General for East, Central and Southern 
Africa, Sheikh Yunusu Kinene, who noted that for the 
last 148 years since Islam entered Uganda, “Muslims 
have been going through untold difficulties because of 
bad leadership right from the colonial era.” 


He, however, noted that Muslims could do better if they 
continued with the spirit of self-reliance by initiating 
developmental projects rather than spending their valu- 
able time in highlighting their differences. He welcomed 
the idea of a dialogue among the various factions. 
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Other guest-speakers included the Chairman of UMSC, 
Sheikh Oumar Senyonga, Haji Ali Serunjogi, the RC 5 
Vice-Chairman of Kampala. 


Haji Serunjogi challenged muslim ministers who inter- 
fered with Islamic issues to resign and become sheiks or 
stick to their political careers. 


The factions currently holding talks include Uganda 
Muslim Community of Kibuli; the Africa Muslim Com- 
munity of Bukoto-Natete; Juma Sect; Abif Ahlul bit 
Islamic Foundation of Iganga; Ahal Suna Wal Jama of 
Kampala; Spidiga, Al Musinina International Muslim 
Foundation in Kampala and Wandegeya Muslim 
Mosque organisation. 


* Soviet Aid Includes Supply of Tractors 
34000187a Kampala FINANCIAL TIMES in English 
29 Dec 88 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The Soviet Union has offered to the tune of 40 
million dollars to Ugandan Government for the last 
three years. This amount has been earmarked for various 
sectors, among them the rehabilitation of Lira Spinning 
Mills. 


When fully rehabilitated the mill will produce 4,000 tons 
of yarn a year. This was disclosed by the Commercial 
Councillor of the USSR Embassy in Uganda, Mr Sergnei 
Vakonlei during a Press Conference in Kampala Friday 
22 December, Sergnei was introducing the Director of 
V/O Traktoroexport, Mr Valentin Sklianik, who was on 
a business trip in Uganda where he met businessmen and 
farmers. [sentence as published] V/O Traktoroexport, is 
a Soviet tractor manufacturing firm. 


The commercial Councillor said that the Soviet Union 
appreciates Uganda's problems and is fully aware of 
what has been and is happening today in the process of 
rehabilitation. He recalled that a pact was signed 
between a Ugandan firm and V/O Traktoroexport in 
July 1987 for the supply of tractors and agricultural 
machines for Uganda. 


The first consignment, comprising of four tractors and 
four agricultural machines, is due to arrive in the country 
and will serve for testing purposes, as to whether they are 
capable of operating on ''gandan soil. 


The Director of V/O Traktoroexport arrive fully with 
spare parts and technical personnel. 


The same firm will organize trade shows free of charge 
for their agents. Valentin emphasized that his firm is 
ready to do business both with government and private 
businessmen. 
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V/O Traktoroexport was established in 1961 and today 
its 17 times bigger with assets worth 3 billion dollars. It 
has sold tractors of various models and capabilities to 70 
countries on all the 5 continents among them United 
States, UK, France and many others. 


* Switzerland Makes Balance of Payments Grant 
34000187b Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
29 Dec 88 p 2 


[Article by Sam Obbo] 


[Text] A balance of payments support agreement 
towards Uganda’s economic recovery me, worth 
11.3 million Swiss francs (7.5m U.S. dollars), has been 
signed with the Swiss Government. The nt was 
signed last Thursday and is the first of its kind that 
Switzerland has ever granted Uganda. 


The nonrefundable Swiss contribution will enable 
Uganda [to] finance her importation of urgently required 
goods for the economy’s reconstruction. 


The support will also co-finance the economic recovery 


programme granted by the World Bank in September 
1987. 


The contribution consists of a proper balance of pay- 
ments support to the tune of 10 million Swiss francs. The 
additional 1.3 million Swiss francs represent the aggre- 
gate export earning shortfalls arising from Uganda's 
coffee and cotton exports to Switzerland during | 986/87. 


These developments are a follow up of the consultative 
group meeting in Paris in October this year. During the 
talks, Switzerland announced its interest to participate 
in the financing of the World Bank’s structural adjust- 
ment programme. 


Consequently, a Swiss delegation from the Federal 
Office for Foreign Economic Affairs came and held talks 
in Kampala from 12 to 17 December. The talks were 
held with officials from the ministries of Planning and 
Economic Development; Finance and the Bank of 


Uganda. 


The Swiss delegation reportedly noted that efforts made 
by the Ugandan authorities to improve the economic 
situation and to mitigate the financial disparities since 
1987 had positive results. 


* Extensive Government Layoffs in Progress 
34000187c Kampala THE GUIDE in English 


28 Dec 88 pp 1, 2 


[Text] About 60,000 government workers are to be laid 

off in an exercise being carried out both in the traditional 

civil and public service. The exercise started off last week 

ee eS SE NS SS Saree wy ar 
ever. 
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The exercise is said to be a result of the recommendation 
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to trim the 
over 240,000 man civil and public service sectors. 


According to recommendations sources say, 30 percent 
of the number of group employees are to be laid off while 
the established staff are to be reduced by 15 percent. 


According to the civil and public service census early this 
year, 47 percent of the total number of over 240,000 are 
group employees. 


The trimming exercise started off early this week with 
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting where 200 
part-time workers and group employees received letters 
laying them off with effect from 31 December 1988. 


In the sacking letters, the workers are given salaries up to 
the end of December and two weeks pay of January 
1989. The sacking letters further state that after the 
expiry of the two weeks, of January, they will be pro- 
vided with public transport to take them to their respec- 
tive villages where of course, they are expected to do 
agriculture. 


The letters took many by surprise some of whom have 
refused to collect their letters while others have not yet 
known about theirs as many had already lefi for Christ- 
mas holidays at their respective homes, while others 
were on leave. 


One sacked worker, while not opposing the exercise, 
expressed reservations at the way it was carried out. 


A reliable source at the Ministry of Public Service and 
Cabinet Affairs told THE GUIDE that the Ministry was 
aware of the exercise and that it is going on to cover all 
ministries and parastatal bodies, at least before the end 
of the year. 


The source said that in each ministry they are to begin 
with the Group Employees and then move to established 
staff. 


The move is intended to leave a civil/public service 
which the governmen: is able to fully maintain, the 
source said, adding, most of the people have not been 
working but only turn up for salaries. 


Meanwhile, a number of parastatal bodies and private 
companies have also started laying off workers. The City 
Council and the Nile Breweries, have already laid off 
some workers while a British construction Company 
ROKO, has also laid off a number of workers with effect 
from 31 December 1988 and many other private com- 
panies and parastatal are soon following suit. 


FBIS-AFR-89-046 
10 March 1989 


P.W. Botha To Resume Office 15 Mar 
MB0903 153289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1530 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Cape Town March 8 SAPA [dateline as received}— 
The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, is resuming office on 
March 15. 


He issued a statement today saying he would attend the 
cabinet meeting on that day and then attend the minister 
of finance’s delivery of the main budget in Parliament. 


Mr Botha made his announcement to the cabinet in a 


letter yesterday. 


The letter was released for publication this afternoon by 
his office, Tuynhuys. 


He said in the letter that after thorough consideration of 
the facts relating to his health, as well as other factors 
which he had considered, he was of the opinion that he 
should be present when the cabinet met on Wednesday, 
March 15 preceding the introduction of the budget. 


“That means that after I lead the cabinet meeting on the 
morning of March 15, 1989, | will be present at Parlia- 
ment’s meeting when the minister of finance introduces 
the budget,” Mr Botha said. 


“The introduction of the government's main budget and 
what follows is of greai importance iO ihe couniry 
financially and economically and consequently | feel that 
as head of state I should be present. 


“This action of mine also means inter alia that | resume 
my duties as state president with effect from Wednesday, 
March 15.” 


Mr Botha asked that Mr Heunis inform his colleagues 
accordingly and thanked him for acting, for the second 
time, in this capacity, “while I, with limited bodily 
strength, was hindered in carrying out my dutiest”. 


He also expressed his thanks to his colleagues in the 
cabinet and their assisting officials for helping to make 
the machinery of state run smoothly. 


“I am looking forward to meeting my cabinet colleagues 
on the morning of March 15 in the cabinet room. 


“Meanwhile I extend my good wishes to everyone in the 
hope that everything will proceed smoothly and effi- 
ciently.” 


The letter was released to the press after a National Party 
caucus met to discuss the position of the leadership and 
state presidency this morning. 
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The caucus, in total agreement, sent the new leader-in- 
chief, Mr F.W. de Klerk, to discuss the dilemma of the 
split offices with Mr Botha this afte:aoon and to report 
back to them by this evening. 


In a statement, the caucus said that a special caucus 
meeting would decide whether Mr de Klerk would make 
further press statements after his report-back this evening. 


The statement was issued after Mr Botha had left Tuyn- 
huys for Ysterplaat Airforce Base where he was due to 
leave for wilderness in the presidential jet. 


A Tuynhuys source said that Mr de Klerk had left 
Tuynhuys shortly before the president. 


Botha-NP Talks ‘C *, To Continue 
MBO0903 181289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1805 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Cape Town March 9 SAPA—The discussions 
between the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, and the 
National Party’s leadership will continue. 


The party caucus issued a statement via its leader, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, this evening saying that the talks between 
the president, himself, the leaders of the Cape Province, 
Orange Free State and Natal National Parties this after- 
noon had been comprehensive and penetrating and that 
it had been agreed to have further talks. 


The statement followed a day of intense discussions 
inside and outside the NP caucus to try and resoive the 
impasse reached over the split offices of party leader and 
State president. 


Commentary Welcomes SWAPO's Peaceful Intent 
MB1003052089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The commitment by the leader of SWAPO, Mr 
Sam Nujoma, to the promotion of a peaceful society in 
South-West Africa is important to the smooth transition 
of the territory to independence. SWAPO, however, 
needs to demonstrate its good faith not only in words but 
also in its actions. In particular, it needs to honor the 
spirit of the peace accords on southwestern Africa by 
withdrawing north of the 16th parallel. 


Mr Nujoma’s commitment to peace was given at a 
meeting with a representative of the South African 
Government. Mr Willem Retief, our ambassador in 
West Germany, met Mr Nujoma on the assumption that 
SWAPO had abandoned violence as a means of achiev- 
ing political objectives, and indeed, Mr Nujoma indi- 
cated that SWAPO was prepared to work with all the 
peopie of South Africa to build a peaceful and stabie 
country free of fear and intimidation. 
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The position of SWAPO, therefore, differs substantially 
from that of the African National Congress in respect of 
its objectives in South Africa. In the case of South-West 
Africa, a peace plan is on the table and SWAPO has 
signaled that it wishes to take part in that peace plan in 
a constructive manner. It is consequently necessary for 
the South African Government, as the administering 
power, to brief SWAPO, as an undoubted factor in the 
southwest African political milieu, on the modus ope- 
randi of the transition to independence. 


In the case of South Africa, the African National Con- 
gress has explicity rejected any thought of a peaceful 
resolution of the problems currently facing South Africa. 
It has rejected negotiations on anything less than a 
transfer of power, and it continues publicly to fly the flag 
of violence and revolution. Under those circumstances, 
there can be no question of the government of the day 
having discussions with the ANC, and those outside the 
corndors of power who persist in having discussions 
with this terrorist organisation are merely creating false 
expectations amongst its leadership about the ANC’s 
credibility and importance in the politsca! process inside 
SOuth Africa. 


Rather than being misled by false expectations, the 
leadership of the ANC should be left in no doubt 
whatsoever that it cannot, and wilii not, be abie to 
participate in the political process in South Africa until 
such time as it unequivocally renounces violence and 
revolution. If it does so, South Africans will be in a 
position to accept the organization as one of the many 
Participating parties in the country's political and con- 
Stitutional developmeni. Ii will thereafter be ihe respon- 
sibility of the ANC to demonstrate that it can take part 
in, and can survive, the democratic processes. But until, 
as SWAPO has now done in South-West Africa, the 
African National Congress unequivocally swaps terror- 
ism for democratic tenets, it cannot be accepted as a 
party to the democratic process inside South Africa. 


Viek Reports Plan for New Hunger Strikes 
MB1003093289 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Text] In Cape Town, the minister of law and order, Mr 
Adriaan Viok, has revealed that there is an organized 
campaign to begin a new wave of hunger strikes by 
detainees being held in terms of the emergency regula- 
tions. The minister of law and order said in a statement 
released in Cape Town that his attention had been drawn 
to disquieting information about organizations and indi- 
viduals misusing detainees to achieve their own sinister, 
political, and propaganda ends. In this way certain 
detainees had recently been advised to begin a hunger 
strike as a way to secure their release. The statement said 
a renewed wave of hunger strikes had been planned for 
Port Elizabeth, Durban, and other cities and towns to 
begin on Monday [13 Mar] in what the statement 
described as a process in which even doctors were misied 
into supporting the strikes. 
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The statement said the names of the organizers of the 
planned hunger strike were known, and that they could 
expect severe steps to be taken against them if they 
continued with their plans. Detainees who had been 
released and their families have provided information 
about how they had been forced against their will to take 
part in hunger strikes. 


Police Report Stabbing, Arson 7 March 
MB0803062389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0616 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 8. SAPA—Herewith the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the police Directorate 
of Public Relations in Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“At Katlehong (Germiston) a group of blacks removed 
property from a private house and set it alight. 


“At Mpopomeni (Howick), Natal, a group of blacks 
attacked a man and stabbed him with knives. He was 
admitted to hospital. A police vehicle was stoned and 
tearsmoke was used to disperse the mob.” 


1 Death in 8 far Unrest 
M B0903064489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0631 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 9, SAPA—-Herewith the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the police directorate 
of public relations in Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“At Nxamalala black residential area, Natal, a house was 
stoned and a black man sustained a stab wound in an 
attack by a group of men. 


“At Taylors Halt, Natal, a man was stabbed to death by 
a mob.” 


5 Deaths in 6 Mar Unrest 
MBO0703070989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0627 GMT 7 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretona March 7 SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the police Directorate of 
Public Relations in Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“At Sinating (Edendaic) a biack man was stabbed to 
death by a group of blacks. 
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“At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) an unknown gunman 
entered 2 house and fired a number of shots at the 
occupants with a pistol. A black woman, a | 2-year-old-giri 
and 2 black men were fatally wounded whilst 3 other men 
and a youth were wounded and admitted to hospital. 


“At Strand residential area (Boland) a house was dam- 
aged when a petrol-bomb was thrown at it.” 


Heunis Discusses Government Cvrruption 
MB0603212089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 6 Mar 89 


[Interview with Acting State President Chris Heunis by 
political reporter Andre le Roux; date and place not 
specified—video recorded] 


{Text} [Le Roux] Mr Heunis, the government was the 
accused in parliament today, and the line of debate was 


corruption. What do you think of these accusations? 
[Heunis} Let me start by saying that | think parliament 


the ethical norms, the moral codes, and the law. this is 
a. But on the other hand, just as important, is 

that transgressions of codes, and norms, and the law, 
cannot just be left at that. 


[Le Roux] Minister, is parliament, as it is now, with the 
— in a position to (?combat) 


[Heunis] I do not think it is absolutely possible. I do not 
think it 1s possible to absolutely construe that the differ- 
ent agencies, the different institutions, the different 
mechanisms, as you wish, which are available to the state 
and parliament, are so thorough that it can be absolutely 
preventative. What a person can do is to forestall cases of 
corruption in the first place, if you can. And if you 
cannot do that, then you must be able to identify it, and 
where there are proven cases, deal with and punish it. | 
think it is so important for us to understand that there 
are orderly ways and that there are statutory mechanisms 
created to try to combat cases of corruption, to investi- 
gate, if it is found that a person is guilty, to deal with this. 
May I just mention a few examples. The Auditor Gen- 
eral’s office, we must keep in mind, is an office of 
pariiament and noi of a specific deparimeni—is one 
instrument. Another instrument is the office of the 
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advocate general and his functions. You will be aware of 
this, that we have already pointed out thal we want to 
(%broaden) the competence of the office of the advocate 


general. 


{Le Roux] Isn‘t that just a reaction to what is happening? 


{[Heunis} No. On the contrary, the post of attorneys 
general was introduced long ago, about 10 years ago. | 
was responsible for that legislation. The post exists and 1s 
functioning, providing an important means of identify- 
ing transgressions and investigating them when allega- 
tions are made. It is also important in deterring people 
who think they can escape punishment. The office, a 
creation of the government, exists. There are other 
methods or mechanisms available, appoi ating commis- 
sions to investigate aller .tions of corruption or malprac- 
tice, for example. There is also the normal judicial 
process. We have a number of methods at our disposal. 
They are not always 100 percent successful, but it shows 
the government's public commitment to combat corrup- 
tion and malpractice. 


{Le Roux] Are you satisfied that the existing mechanisms 
are sufficient to deal with these cases, given the present 
appurent flood of corruption allegations? 


[Heunis} Let me begin with the last part of your question. 
We must be very careful not to make corruption and 
malpractice the order of the day. | can say confidently 
that the vast majority of people in public life—officials 
and poiiticians—are poupic dednaied io their work. We 
must remember that if we generalize and tar everyone 
with the same brush it will have a demoralizing effect on 
the effectiveness of our public servants. The same 


[Le Roux] The state president said he is concerned the 
whole process will be turned into an inquisition, partic- 
ularly in light of media treatment of reports on commis- 
sion activities. How would you interpret that? Could it 
mean a tendency toward greater investigation secrecy? 


[Heun:s] No, if | understand the state president correctly 
in his interview with one of the newspaper people. That 
is what you are referring to, nght? 


{Le Roux] Yes. 


{Heunis}] He said people are turning commission activi- 
lies into inquisitions, besmirching people with unsub- 
Stantiated evidence. That does not mean the commis 


sions must Operate in greater secrecy. When specific 
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evidence is given, commussioners could be asked to pass 
judgment as soon as possibile on that evidence and not 
wait for a final—or even preliminary—judgment before 
doing so. 


[Le Roux] Is anything like that being planned for existing 
commissions? 


{Heunis] No. That is the justice minister's responsibility. 
He would be in a better position to deal with the matter. 


[Le Roux] To return to an earlier question, which you 
have not answered fully: Is the government satisfied that 
the existing mechanisms are sufficient? Or are you 
considering other steps to deal with these problems? 


[Heunis}] The government feels existing mechanisms are 
sufficient. | am not suggesting that they cannot be 
improved if necessary. | noted introduction of legislation a 
few years ago to appoint an attorney general as an example. 
We will broaden his functions, which clearly indicates that 
changes must be made. The government's approach 1s that 


jLe Rouxj Teii us more about the attorney general. Can 
he act as a policeman, that is, in a prohibitive role? 


[Heunis] Perhaps he can, in the sense that his function is 
actually a deterrent to people who contravene. But the 
office of attorney general is not a policing institution He 
functions on the basis of compiaints iaid down as sworn 
declaration. He then has the authority, through his staff 
and others, to determine the truth. 


[Le Roux] Would it not be worth considering giving him 
wider powers? To allow him to take the initiative, rather 
than having to wait for complaints to reach him” 


[Heunis}] No comment. The justice minister will present 


proposals to broaden the attorney general's powers. | 
cannot say whether that will be included in his proposals. 


[Le Roux] One last question: How is the government or. 
more particularly, the NP going to deal with the accusa- 


legal principle in mind: a person's guilt must be proved 
beyond doubt. Once we violate that principle, we will 
end up with a kind of wild west justice in our country, 
and thai would be bad for ine future. Let us test the 
government's commitment and how it works to ensure 


Parliament recently resigned. My colleague. the minister 
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of education and training, just today announced steps he 
has taken against very senior officials. | think the record 
shows that, first, we do carry out investigations; second, 
we identify Iransgressors; third, they are punished if 
found guilty. 


[Le Roux] For the record, what do you have in mind for 
members of Parliament who have transgressed? | refer to 
their gratuities, their pensions, and other benefits they 
could get under our system. 


[Heunis}] You know the government has already given 
notice that a commission or joint committee of Parlia- 
ment will be appointed to review the service benefits of 
MPs who are found guilty of transgressions. These 
benefits include gratuities and pensions. 


8 Mar Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO0803 103089 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Corruption Controls Mast Reduce Irreguiarities—~ The act- 
ing State president, Mr Chris Heunis, says that members of 
the Opposition parties should not slander, prejudice, or 
crucify people who are suitable for public office to the 
point where they are afraid to make themselves available 
because of the msk involved,” notes Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 8 March in a page 6 editorial. “The 
vast majority of public servants and public representatives 
are honest, but corruption by ihe few simks io high heaven. 
It is not sufficient to act after corruption occurs and is 
exposed. The mechanisms to prevent corruption should be 
efficient in doing just that.” “The controls under which the 
public service operates must be tight enough to prevent 
irregularities on the scale shown in recent inquines.” “The 
public has good cause to be worned.” “The state president 
promised clean government, and clean government there 
must be.” 


THE STAR 


Government Sweeps Embarrassments | ader ( arpet— A 
page 8 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 8 March claims “Mr Chris Heunis’s appeal to oppo- 
sition parties not to ‘slander, prejudge. or crucify’ people 
to the pont where they fear public office was extraordi- 
nary in two respects.” “Implicit in his call was the 
inference that the public simply has to trust that govern- 
ment is running affairs properly.” “There is no need to 
know more.” “Second was the fact that Mr Heunis felt it 
necessary to make the appeal at all.” “On the positive 
side government has taken steps in the DET [Depart- 
ment of Education and Training] affair against people 
identified as having behaved improperly.” “At the heart 
of accountability ts the principle that public servants, no 
matter how high. should quit if they have somehow 
failed the public. Too often has government sought to 
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sweep embarrassing circumstances under the carpet.” 
“By denying accountability time and again, it has caused 
the public to believe the worst.” 


De Klerk Must Devise Leadership ‘Stamp'—Dr Wiliem 
de Klerk writes in a commentary on the same page: 
“There is tension within the NP over the content and 
tempo of reform, as manifested in Barend du Plessis’s 
near victory in the leadership elections in the NP caucus. 
He is a symbol of the anti F.W. lobby and of more radical 
reform.” “De Kierk has, in very broad terms, four 
choices.” “He can hold the middle ground by means of 
small compromises, drawn-out studies and planning 
processes, effective diplomacy, and growing authority 
through balanced leadership and control.” “I think this 
is the most likely scenano.” “This is his style, his nature, 
his talent, and his conviction.” “For him, the NP and the 
holding in equilibrium of the forces and currents in the 
country are important priorities.” “F.W. de Kierk will 
have to develop his own stamp.” “If he were to merely 
perpetuate existing NP rhetenc and policy, his regime 
will hold little excitement.” “His personal stamp will 
therefore already be a welcome change.” “And he is 
likely to obtain willing cooperation in all sectors.” “If 
F..W. can give the NP a new credibility among all 
population groups, and in international politics, he will 
herald a breakthrough towards a new future.” “But if 
F.W. continues along the old path he will be merely a 
transitional figure who will let us keep treading water.” 
“South Afinca is waiting to see what leadership, by what 
person or party, is in the offing.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Limits to Ministers’ Internal Respoasibilities— ~The tra- 
dition that holds cabinet ministers responsible for the 
actions of their officials has great virtue, insofar as it 
often protects good officials from being hounded by 
politicians against whom they have no feasible defense,” 
believes Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 8 
March in a page 6 editorial. “However, there are limits 
to what may be expected of any political department 
head.” “It hardly makes sense to blame honest men like 
Education and Training Minister Gerrit Viljoen, or his 
deputy Sam de Beer, for the misdemeanor of officials in 
their departmeni—uniess, of course, it can be shown that 
they were either negligent or culpable.” “There are two 
dangers: firstly. removal of an honest cabinet minister 
diverts attention from the real problem, and may leave a 
culpable official in place to continue his misdeeds; and 
secondly, it provides a powerful incentive for the suc- 
ceeding minister to cover up problems in his depart- 
ment.” “Viljoen in his case acted properly, and provided 
he carnes through to the conclusion, there 1s no reason so 
fer to hold him culpable” 


SOWETAN 
All Reasen Semmens Natal Detainees’ Release— “We 


are sure the government does not wish to have the death 
of Natal hunger strikers on its conscience. And if that be 
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the case then all reason calls for their immediate 
release,” notes Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
8 March in a page 6 editorial. “If the government was 
able to avert a tragic situation in Johannesburg by 
releasing hunger strikers, there 1s no reason why the same 
thing should not happen in Natal. The government lost 
nothing in releasing the Johannesburg hunger stnkers. In 
fact, the country gained credibility for the compassionate 
act. We urge that the Maritzburg detainees, in fact all 
detainees, irrespective of whether or not they are on 
hunger strike, be released immediately.” 


CAPE TIMES 


De Klerk Set To ‘Make or Break’ System—*What 1s at 
stake is the fundamental unwritten convention of the 
constitution that the power to govern is vested in the 
leader of the party which commands a majority in the 
legisiature,” asserts Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
on 6 March in a page 6 editorial. “This is intolerable, 
offering the prospect of government by an aging autocrzt 
who 1s answerable to nobody.” “So unless the crisis 15 
quickly resolved Mr Botha is set to rule South Afinca as 
a kind of dictator, lacking any mandate to govern except 
the widespread support which he ciaims to enjoy in the 
nation at large.” “It seems that Mr de Kierk has no 
option now but to ask the parliamentary caucus of the 
National Party to choose between himself and Botha, 
calling on the state president to withdraw in dignity. If 
Mr Rotha refuses to eo gracefully. a constitutional crisis 
of unprecedented gravity will be upon us. Whai wili Mr 
de Klerk do? Will he stand in impotence as the National 
Party 1s scorned by an imperious state president and the 
country sinks into depotism?” “This will be a momen- 
tous week in politics. It 1s make or break for Mr de Klerk, 
the National Party and the constitutional tradition 
which has guided the country since Union.” 


TRANSVALER 


‘Cautions * on Internal Negotiations—J ohannes- 
burg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 6 March notes in a 
page 8 editorial that “it is often said that South Africa's 
problems would be resolved if only the Afrikaner and the 
Zulu could reach consensus. It is an oversimplification, 
but there could be no solution if the two do not reach 
consensus.” “Zulu leader Dr Mangosuthu Buthelez: and 
the government have been unabie to reach consensus for 
many years now. Meetings have ended in deadlock and 
frustration since the reign of the late John Vorster and 
his successor, President P.W. Botha. It seems cautious 
progress is being made in an attempt to identify and 
eliminate blocks to negotiation.” “Black, white, and 
colored will have to accept the risk of sitting at the table 
unconditionally. The conditions will be presented and 
tested afterward.” 
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DIE BURGER 


NP Mast Make Decisions in ‘Test Peried’—*A strong 
indication that the NP plans to clarify uncertainties on 
the relationship between party leader and state president 
came from Mr de Kierk this weekend,” observes Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 6 March in a page 
6 editorial. “In the test period under which the NP finds 
itself, much is at stake for the NP and the country, and 
re that the NP make the correct decisions 


Press Review for 9 March 
MB0903 140089 


[Editonal Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Focus on Democratic Party—*W ith the political focus on 
the con surrounding the state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, and the leader of the National Party, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, little attention is being paid to the 
Democratic Party [DP], which is to be formed on 8 
Apnil,” observes Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 9 March in a page 6 editorial. The DP is 
“hoping to benefit from the disarray in the NP, since the 
longer the general election is delayed, the better able the 
DP will be to get off the ground.” However, it figures 
wrong since the NP “will shortly resolve the dispute and 
go into the elections as a united force.” “The DP, on the 
other hand, has senous problems.” Reference is made to 
a newspaper pol! that favors Independent Party leader 
Dr Denis Worrall as “the man who would best be able to 
lead the party.” “According to the poll, the DP could 
become the official opposition in place of the Conserva- 
tive Party,” but “we certainly do not believe the DP. 
whoever its leader is, 1s going to supercede the CP as the 
official opposition.” Electing Dr Worrall as leader 
“would not please many Progs, who will form the bulk of 
the new party's members.” “Another divisive issue con- 
cerns the party's principles and platform”. “A newly 
formed lobby, consisting mainly of Independent Party 
members” yesterday expressed “concern about the DP’s 
‘total failure to adopt clear positions on a number of 
issues™ and felt “core principles and policies” of the 
Independent Party had been “unjustifiably jetissoned™. 
“Many Progs also feel their own principles are being 
. “Such divisions ahead of the inaugural con- 
gress do not bode wel for the new party But then, it was 
from the start to believe that such diverse parties 
and interests could find common ground.” 


THE STAR 


Detentions ( cunterproductive io “The state of 
emergency imposed on |2 June 1986 is now more than 
1,000 days old,” notes Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 9 March in a page 8 editorial. This mark 
arrived amid “concentrated activity on behalf of the 
country’s hundreds of detainees.” “Challenged by a 


these detentions can only be counterproductive because 
they heighten confrontation across a broad sweep. The 
government would be doing the country a greater service 
by letting the trickle of releases swell to a flood.” 


Interracial Scheoling Proves Blind Spot—aA second edi- 
torial on the same page says: “Despite the veriigte 
[enlightened] noises being made here and there, one of 
Pretoria’s blindest spots remains racial mixing at school 
ane, Ce ep eae ae a Oa = 
when minister of ‘white’ education, Mr Piet 
was asked about the 20 to 25 state schools whose 
t bodies have voted in favor of admitting other 
wishes could not be met, said Mr Clase, 
itution stated education was an ‘own 
t 


about their own 


way. Really? Since when did the National Party put more 
store by dissenting minorities? Or, indeed, by the wishes 
of the majonties for that matter?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


P.W. Botha's Departure Matter of National Interest— 
“The departure of President Botha is not a matter of his 
personal dignity, but of the national interest, and it is a 
measure of the corruption which power has sown in the 
political hserarchy that his dignity is now weighed in the 
balance against the interests of the country,” believes 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 9 March in 
a page 6 editorial. “Indeed, the spectacle of President 
Botha clinging to high office like a 2-year-old to a toy has 
been so unedifying that it is hard to see how he can 
rescue much dignity.” “However, the remedy lies with 
him.” “The national interest is quite a different subject.” 
“President Botha deserves more credit than he has 
received for breaking the mould of ideological apartheid, 
and setting the country on a new course.” “However, the 
good that he did came mainly in the first half of his term 
of office.” “Few people, perhaps, realized what a burden 
he had become on the spirit of the country until F.W. de 
Kierk was elected as leader of the NP.” “The fact is that 
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The figures show independent wholesalers and C&C 
chains sell an annual total of R6bn of groceries, toiletries 
and confectionery products. Of that, about R3.9bn is 
bought by formal (mostly white) retailers including chain 
stores. 


This indicates just how high a premium the black con- 
sumer 1s prepared to pay for safe and accessible shipping. 


The TOP survey has made many C&Cs and wholesalers 

sit up and take notice. Most spaza operators visited by 

the panel listed C&C stores as their prime source of 
stores. 


Many of them band together in buying groups to pool 
resources, or to take advantage of a representative buyer 
with access to CACs who can negotiate bulk discounts. 
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a unique problem. Manufacturers and sup- 
ing to develop the market are faced with a 
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MD of one large company: “We know they're 

there, and we know we have to work with them. Bui 

only way to find them is to actually get in your car 
isit cach one individually. It's a mammoth job.” 
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sion of ANC strategy. Considered in tandem with the 
fact that civilian politicians have gained the initiative in 
Pretoria at the expense of the military men since the 
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Some 50 percent of attacks attributed to the ANC in 
Umkhonto’s pre-October offensive were on ‘soft’ targets 
such as restaurants and shops. Many attacks were carned 
trained in South 


th 
: 
: 


| 
f 


‘i 
if 
! 
i 
1 


Ht 
z 
; 
. 


in 

It is now possible to divide the South Afncan armed 

struggie into several phases: 

¢ 1961-1974: South Africa was surrounded by white 
colonial states or British protectorates. Hence the 
ANC’s military strategy was to ‘fight its way home’ by 
aitying with Mozambican and Zimbabwean gucrniia 
movements. The current Umkhonto iecaders are vei- 
erans of this pernod. 

¢ 1974-1984: Windfallis for the ANC included the Por- 
tuguese coup of 1974 and the i of Angola 
and Mozambique, the 1976 Soweto uprising, the 


security forces. Lesotho became a vital centre for the 
infiltration of Transkei, especially under the increas- 
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ANC bombing campaign or infiltrators from Bots- 
wana, it looks as though Gaborone can expect more 
unwelcome nocturnal visitors from Pretona. Pretona 
has also warned Zimbabwe to expect reprisals. 


It is likely that the initiative within the ANC will aow 
pass to those, like Thabo Mbeki, who favour the diplo- 


Speaking 2! 2 Press conference at Sturrock Park on the 
second-last day of servicemen intake, Major General 
Van der Westhuiten said that about 70 percent of the 
soldiers at Witwatersrand Command were from either 
the Commando’s or the Citizen Force. 


He feels that these sola:ers would be more productive in 
civilian life than im the army because “they are the 
people that are more economically active.” 


Commenting on the pull-out from South-West Afnca, he 
said that there was no guarantee that the SADF's [South 
Afncan Defense Forces] presence won't be needed there 
in the future. 


“No responsible government will unnecessarily lengthen 
or increase natronal service, but | can't say whether the 
two year period will be shortened because of the pull- 
out.” 


—So far 3,509 servicemen have arrived at Sturrock Park 
and left for different destinations in the country. Al 
Sturrock Park the men are told more about army life and 
of what the training consists. A light meal is served after 


Then the luggage 1s searched for dangerous weapons and 
drugs. A representative of each unit accompanies the 
new intake on the trarn journey to the training centre. 
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* Dilemmas Posed by Privatization Noted 
34000243c London AFRICA NEWSFILE in English 
30 Jan 89 p 8 


[Text] -2uth Affrica’s plans to privatise a number of 
sectors are running into difficulties. The privatisation 
programme includes the energy, transport and ielecom- 
munications sectors. The state hopes to raise more than 
Rand 40bn from the scheme. In line for privatisation are 
the Electricity Supply Commission, which provides 
energy for the whole country as well as to a number of 
neighbouring member states of the SADCC [South Afri- 
can Deevelopment Coordination Conference}; the South 
African Transport Services, and the Post and Telecom- 
munications. 


Many ESKOM customers are against the privatisation 
plans at this stage. The main objections have come from 
the Association of Chambers of Commerce and Indusiry 
who, logicaliy, ought to be in favour of such a scheme. 
This is posing the government with a dilemma, and is 
threatening its economic strategy. 


Unlike their white counterparts, black businessmen 
seem more keen to buy the parastatals, but their enthu- 
siasm has met with little response from the government. 
The black man's place is still in townships. Sam Mole- 
batsi, the executive director of the National African 
Federation of Commerce and Industry which represents 
black business, said last year that his organisation was 
negotiating with government agencies to purchase some 
of the industries to be privatised. ‘black people are going 
to benefit from privatisation,” said Molebatsi, adding: *! 
don’t think there is anybody involved in business who 
will be against privatisation.” 


NAFCOC [National African Federated Chamber of 


’ .- 
of Chambers of Commerce] together with the influential 
Transport Consultative Committee, comprising the lead- 
ing private sector industrial and commercial associa- 
tions, opposed other plans to privatise a section of the 
national road system. At issue is the principle of toll 
roads, which, according to its opponents, would unfairly 
penalise taxpayers. 
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The government hopes to invest the proceeds from 
privatisation in housing, education and other projects in 
black areas. But, economists expect that part of the funds 
will be diverted to refinancing the government's deficit- 
ridden state pension system for white civil servants, who 
are deserting President Pieter Botha’s National Party for 
the extreme right wing Conservative Party, led by Dr 
Andries Treunicht. 

The government believes that a relatively high level of 
inflation is part of the price to be paid for closing the gap 
between per capita spending on. for example, black and 
white education and other social services, and to meet 
the costs of maintaining the state of emergency. 


However, a meaningful economic turnaround is not 
expected before 1990, says Roy Justus, general manager 
(investments) at Santam Insurance. i iaesdedt 
his latest economic report, on whether the surplus on the 
current account of the balance of payments this year will 
reach the minimum of Rand 4bn, needed to meet foreign 
debt commitments. South Africa’s external debt now 
stands at $24bn. 


Another warning has come from Marius Dalling, chair- 
man of Metropolitan Life. In his annual report, he says 
the domestic reform process will fail—uniess the stan- 
dard of living of all South Africans is raised. Yet, there 
are still huge areas of black poverty, especially in rural 
oe ee Se See ena A major pre- 
occupation of both ment and business is to sever 
the identification of capitalism with apartheid. The aim 
i Spatentiniin cameiiie ehthe te Oo Gea enaoenety 
owners and businessmen—not just as workers. However, 
a lot will depend on the success of the privatisation 
programme, if it becomes a reality. 


The ESKOM electricity grid supplies countries like 
Mozambique, Botswana and Lesotho and therefore its 
future role and status will have an impact beyond the 
South Afncan borders, and the strict limits and consider- 
ations of supply and demand. It has political repercus- 
policies and strategy. 

The South African Transport Services has an equally 
important and strategic role in this respect. Pretoria is 
desperate to extend its influence to the SADCC countries 
which still depend to a large extent on the South African 
railways, ports and roads for their foreign trade needs. 
The Government cannot ignore the opposition from 
ASSOCOM; on the cther hand, it will have to address 
itself to the expectations of the black constituency of 
NAFCOC, whom the government and the white business 
community will have to rely on increasingly in the 
challenging and turbulent days ahead. 
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Government To Devalue Currency 200 Percent 
MB0503200389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 5 Mar 89 


[Text] The Angolan parliament has voted to devalue the 
kuanza in order to revitalize the country’s war-devas- 
tated economy. The Portuguese news agency, LUSA, 
reports from Luanda that the kuanza is to be devalued 
initially by 100 percent, and eventually Fy 200 percent. 
The official exchange rate at present is 30 kuanzas to Wie 
U.S. dollar, while the going rate on the black market is 
2,500 to the dollar. 


Angola recently applied for membership of the Interna- 
tional Mo-2tary Fund and the World Bank, and it is 
believed that the devaluation is a condition for IMF 
eniry. Angola needs IMF membership to obtain support 
for the rescheduling of its foreign debt of 9 billion rands. 


People’s Assembly Session Ends 4 Mar 
Mb0503073389 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0700 GMT 5 Mar 89 


[Text] The fifth ordinary session of the People’s Assem- 
bly ended yesterday after 4 intensive days of debates on 
the country’s political, socioeconomic, and military sit- 
uation. 


The main documents approved by the fifth session 
include the Economic Recovery Program for 1989 and 
1990, and this year’s state general budget. The session 
paid special attention to the country’s military situation, 
on the basis of a document submitted by the Defense, 
Security, and Internal Order Commission. 


The session also approve a motion praising Angolan 
head of state Jose Eduardo dos Santos for the manner in 
which he has been ruling the country. The motion urges 
comrade president to (?continue to instill the same) 
dynamic leadership in actions aimed at implementing 
the Economic and Financial Rehabilitation Program, 
and the policy of clemency and national harmony. 


FAPLA Soldiers Flee UNITA Attacks 
MB0403073089 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Centra/ 
Africa 0500 GMT 4 Mar 89 


ms Soldiers belonging to FAPLA's 58th and 37th 
are reported to be deserting in the Cuemba and 
Luena regions in view of the severe blows inflicted by 
UNITA's armed forces. Our correspondent in Cuanza 
says that enemy forces stationed in Munhango have tried 
to penetrate areas under UNITA control, but to no avail. 
After fleeing in a disorderly manner, the enemy decided 
to expand its minefield. While on an inspection of the 
minefield, the chief of staff of FAPLA’s 16th Brigade 
detonated one of the mines. [passage omitted] 


People’s Assembly Sets 1989 State Budge* 
MB0603 204089 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1955 GMT 6 Mar 89 


[Text] The People’s Assembly, in the fifth session of the 
second legislature which ended on 4 March, fixed the 
general state budget for 1989 at $3.75 billion. 


The People’s Assembly decided that revenue estimates 
and austerity measures must be strictly observed in 
Carrying Out general state budget. 


The general state budget’s adaptability already reflects 
some important changes. These changes had been pre- 
scribed under the terms of the Economic and Financial 
Reorganization Program [words indistinct] equality for 
circumstances with joint and private enterprises as well 
as national and foreign debt. 


The People’s Assembly also decided to stop covering the 
losses of state enterprises, with ‘he exception of those 
rendering psi Mic utility services and those as yet unable 
to general sufficient revenue for their activities. 


The general state budget’s deficit will be financed 
through internal and foreign loans as well as by issuing 
treasury bonds. Principles concerning admission and 
management of personne! must also be established with 
a view to cor-taining spending. 


* Benguela Railroad Rehabilitation Discussed 
344200486 Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
27 Jan 89 p 17 


{Article by Ferreira Fernandes and Joaquim Lobo; first 
paragraph is O JORNAL introduction] 


[Text] Luanda has a dream: to turn the Benguela Rail- 
road into the Angolan “locomotive.” For that to happen, 
it needs $572 million, and it needs for UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] to stop 
shooting at everything that moves. 


Looking around him, the respectable and dejected old 
man says: “A train is only supposed to remain in the 
station for 10 minutes, if that.” At the Cunje station on 
the outskirts of the former city of Silva Porto (now 
Cuito), capital of Bie Province, the desolation has not 
changed for years: Goats graze under railroad cars, 
weeds have covered the rails, and the locomotives are 
iron elephants that have found their graveyard. 


It has been 2 years since a single train either arrived at or 
left this station, which is almost at the exact center of the 
1,348 km followed by the Benguela Railroad [CFB] as it 
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crosses Angola. The quietness of the place offends 
Armando Paulo de Oliveira (““Gamelas”), 73, who has 
worked for the CFB for 54 years. 


“Eight trains in the morning and eight in the afternoon 
used to pass through here,” says the old ticket inspector 
with the conviction of someone who is afraid that people 
will think he is talking about another world. 


Here merchandise unloaded in Lobito and on its way to 
the interior used to meet the manganese, zinc, and 
copper from Shaba and the Zambian Copper Belt that 
were headed for the sea—there were 2 million metric 
tons of international traffic in 1973. 


The lifeless look of the Cunje station does not provide a 
perfect picture of the CFB, which throughout these years 
of warfare has never stopped operating completely. Not 
a perfect picture, but almost. East of the capital of Bie 
Province, the standstill is total. Thirteen bridges have 
been destroyed, and there are stations such as the one at 
Munhango, which has been captured half a dozen times, 
first by government troops and then by UNITA. 


To the west, supertrains consisting of several locomo- 
tives and dozens of cars try to link the coast with 
Huambo (formerly Nova Lisboa)—the latest attempt 
was made in June of last year—but they are the targets of 
mines and attacks by Savimbi’s men. The company’s 34 
loc» 1i0tives have been damaged 120 times. The upshot 
of the CFB’s troubles is this: Each of its diesels has been 
sent to the shops about four times as a result of the war. 


Despite that, the CFB is a hand made up of aces. 
Everything boils down to this: it is the shortest route for 
linking that magnanimous jumble of nature constituted 
by the mining regions of Shaba (formerly Katanga) and 
Zambia with its natural port, Angola’s Lobito. 


SOREFAME, Mague Interested 


American and European customers for the copper and 
zinc get much cheaper freight rates through Lobito than 
those charged by the ports in East Africa and South 
Africa. Manganese in Zaire’s Shaba Province is no longer 
being extracted since the shutdown of the CFB. 


Gambling on the giant’s rebirth, Angolan authorities 
invited the EEC countries, Sweden, Finland, and Can- 
ada to discuss the “Lobito Corridor” project at a 2-day 
conference that began yesterday. The representatives of 
the European countries—the Portuguese delegation is 
headed by the chairman of the Institute for Economic 
Cooperation, Costa Oliveira—are discussing the financ- 
ing of the project: $572 million to be used to restore the 
big Angolan railroad and put it back in operation over a 
10-year period. 


In Lobito this week, O JORNAL was told by one of the 
CFB’s administrators, the Portuguese Vaz da Carvalho, 
that the first phase of the Lobito Corridor project calls 
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for restoring the rail line all the way to the frontier over 
an 18-month period at a cost of $100 million. The 
following phase, lasting 3.5 years, would be aimed at 
returning to the international traffic figures achieved in 
1973, which was the best year ever for the firm. 


And by the end of the 10 years in question, the rail line 
and rolling stock would be completely replaced, a new 
telecommunications and signaling system would be 
installed, and the necessary vocational training would be 
complete (the average age of CFB employees is currently 
55 years). It is known that several Portuguese firms are 
interested in the project, specifically a metal engineering 
trading company whose members include SOREFAME 
[Association of Metallurgical Companies] and Mague. 


Although the conference is being smiled upon by the 
favorable winds of the recent peace agreement between 
Angola and South Africa, some diplomats in Luanda 
consider it unlikely that the Lobito Corridor project will 
obtain the financing being sought. There are unanswered 
questions: Although supported for the past 13 years by 
the Angolan state, which claims that it is owed $400 
million, the CFB is a private company, and 90 percent of 
its stock belongs to a Belgian firm, the General Company 
of Belgium. 


Recently negotiated was the establishment of a new 
international company whose owners, in addition to the 
General Company of Belgium, would include Angola 
(which already owns 10 percent of the shares), Zaire, and 
Zambia. But agreement has not yet been reached on how 
much each of the parties will own. 


But it is the security issue which most frightens financial 
backers. Luanda has promised that the CFB will carry 
only civilians and civilian goods. But there are no 
guarantees that UNITA will stop attacking a railroad 
which, if operating, would not only permit international 
traffic but also give Luanda authorities normal access to 
their richest granaries—those on the central plateau in 
Huambo and Bie. Moreover, it is known that UNITA’s 
ally, the Republic of South Africa, is the chief beneficiary 
of the fact that Lobito is out of operation: The countries 
in the interior are forced to use South African ports. 


Thus it is that in Luanda these days, the international 
experts discussing funds are being advised by people 
making a simultaneous translation into politics. Politics 
is still in the driver’s seat, and old ““Gamelas”’ is still not 
going to see any trains pass for some time to come. 


Namibia 


Advance UN Military Units Arrive 10 March 
MB1003095689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0950 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 10 SAPA—Advance military 
contingent of Finnish and Danish officers arrived in 
Windhoek today to join the United Nations Transitional 
Assistance Group (UNTAG) in Namibia to prepare for 
the monitoring of the UN settlement plan due to begin 
on April |. 
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A group of Malaysian administrative personnel and 
small numbers of Yugoslav, Canadians, Spaniards and 
Italians were also on board the scheduled South African 
Airways flight from Frankfurt. 


A UN military consultant, Maj JOhn Hutchings, said 35 
Australian engineers bound for Windhoek from Sidney 
on a United Stats Air Force Lockheed Galaxy C-5 
transport craft had been delayed at Nairobi. They are 
expected to arrive in Windhoek later today. 


Maj Hutchings said the aircraft from Australia was the 
first of three flights organised by the U.S. as its contri- 
bution to the start of the UN effort. 


A second U.S. Air Force Galaxy with a 70-strong signal- 
ling corps from the United Kingdom would fly in tomor- 
row, while a second group of Australian engineers would 
land at Grootfontein on Sunday. 


The flight from Sidney expected in Windhoek later today 
also has on board 70 tons of equipment, including eight 
vehicles. 


The main contingents of the UN peace-keeping force 
would be arriving by ship at Walvis Bay within the next 
few weeks to bring the UN forces to their full strength of 
4,650 men. 


Australia’s ambassador to South Africa, Mr Alastair 
McDonald, was among a large group of people at the 
airport about 50km outside Windhoek to welcome the 
foreign visitors. The head of the Finnish group, Col 
Hanno Paronen, said he was looking forward to the 
mission ahead. 


In reply to a question, Col Paronen said he had no 
objections about using equipment supplied by the South 
African Defence Force. 


Finland, Malaysia and Kenya each sup»!y a battalion to 
the UN operation in Namibia. The Fins will be stationed 
in Caprivi in North-eastern Namibia, the Malaysians in 
the north-west and the Kenyans around Windhoek. 


The spokesman for the Danish group, Maj J. Koevfoed, 
said small Danish groups would be stationed around 
Walvis Bay, Keetmanshoop and Grootfontein. Denmark 
would also supply administrative personnel to be based 
in Windhoek. 


Visitors to the airport meeting the incoming flight from 
Frankfurt rubbed shoulders with a large group of media 
representatives waiting to interview and photograph the 
military arrivals bearing equipment with the familiar 
UN insignia. 
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UN’s Prem-Chand Addresses News Conference 
MB0903 112289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1111 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek, March 9, SAPA—A United Nations 
military adviser would be leaving New York fo: Luanda 
next week to work out the modalities of monitoring 
SWAPO fighters at bases in Angola, the commander of 
the military component of UNTAG [Un Transitional 
Assistance Group], Lt-Gen Dewan Prem Chand, said in 
Windhoek today. 


The confinement of SWAPO forces to bases is part of an 
overall UN-sponsored peace settlement in Namibia due 
to become operative on April |. 


Addressing a news conference, Gen Prem Chand said the 
UN had been in touch with the Angolan government 
concerning SWAPO bases, although advance personnel 
of UNTAG had so far restricted its activities to ascer- 
taining the present situation inside Namibia. 


In reply to a question, he pointed out that the UN’s 
assignment in Namibia was defined by UN Security 
Council and interested parties. A 1982 accord stipulated 
that UN personnel would monitor SWAPO camps with 
the cooperation of the host governments in Angola and 
Zambia. 


Next week’s planned UN mission to Luanda would be 
headed by Mr M. Golding. 


“We have a clear and precise responsibility” which 
included ensuring that the opposing armed forces were 
kept well away from each other. To that end the UN 
would also monitor the withdrawal of South African 
forces, the demobilisation of the SWA Territory Force 
and the confinement to bases of the remaining SA 


troops. 


Gen Prem-Chand said the next step was for the UN 
Secretary-general, Mr Javier Perez de cuellar, to go 
formally to the parties concerned for further detailed 
peace efforts. There was already a cessation of hostilities 
between South Africa and SWAPO in terms of a tripar- 
tite agreement signed in New York last December by 
Cuba, Angola and South Africa. 


““We saw on the ground peace and stability” in the areas 
of earlier conflict in northern Namibia. 


Gen Prem-Chand expressed his gratitude to the South 
African authorities and the SADF for “the total support 
and assistance” which gave the UN a good start on 
preparations for the peace-keeping operation in Namibia. 
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Further on News Conference 
MB0903 140189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1354 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 9 SAPA—A firm schedule for 
the build-up of UNTAG (United Nations Transitional 
Assistance Group) personnel in Namibia could not be 
provided in view of the complexity of deploying more 
than 5,000 UN military and civilian personnel in the 
country. 


This was said today by the commander of the UN 
peace-keeping force, Lt-Gen Prem-Chand when reading 
Out a progress report to a media conference in Wind- 
hoek. The report was released by the UN Headquarters 
in New York last night. 


Gen Prem-Chand said the military component of 
UNTAG had carried out an extensive reconnaisance of 
Namibia last week. His staff were working on a plan for 
monitoring the withdrawai of the SA Defense Force and 
the demobilisation of Namibian military units. 


He said the advance party of the Kenyan battalion was 
already in Namibia. Advance parties of the Finnish and 
Malaysian battalions and of the Australian and British 
logistical units were due to arrive before the end of this 
week. 


The airlifting of equipment needed by UNTAG would 
begin tomorrow. 


Gen Prem-Chand said the UN director of the elections 
unit and the legal official had been in the country for the 
past 10 days and would be returning to New York shortly 
to report to the UN’s special representative for Namibia, 
Mr Martti Ahtisaari. 


The chief police adviser had already returned to the UN 
headquarters to report to Mr Ahtisaari the findings of his 
visit to Namibia. 
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“The chief administration official assumed his functions 
in mid-February and has made progress in establishing 
the necessary arrangements for the reception and accom- 
modation of the civilian and military personnel who will 
be arriving in increasing numbers during the coming 
weeks,” Gen Prem-Chand said. 

Zimbabwe 


Defense Minister Nkala Tenders 
MB1003114189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1132 GMT 10 Mar 89 


{Text} Harare March 10 SAPA—Zimbabwe’s Defence 
Minister, Mr Enos Nkala, is resigning his ministerial and 
party posts because of his involvement in the alleged 
“Willowgate” car scandal. 


Mr Nkala told the Sandura Commission he had tendered 
his resignation to Acting President Simon Muzenda, but 
it had not been accepted and had to wait until President 
Robert Mugabe returned from his overseas trip, ZIANA, 
Zimbabwe's national news agency reports. 

He is the second minister to resign because of the alleged 
car racket. Minister of State for Political Affairs, Mr 
Frederick Shava, resigned on Tuesday. [7 Mar]. 


“Yesterday, when it was clear to me what was going to 
happen here, and to show you the gravity with which I 
treat the matter, I went to the vice-president, who is the 
acting president and submitted my resignation,” Mr 
Haak tad to Guntueos caotuadh Gals Ge cadet 
public benches. 

However, the vice-president “Could not accept by resig- 
nation because he thought it was a matter he could not 
hardle and in his wisdom advised me to wait for the 
president who is due back home on Wednesday,” Mr 
Nkala said. 


To further prove the gravity he attached to the matter, 
after discussion with the president and his resignation 
from government, he would also resign all his posts in 
the party and would remain a card holder, “a loyal 
member of the party with no responsibility,” he said. 
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Diplomatic Relations Resumed With Chad, Gabon 
AB0303090589 Paris AFP in French 1819 GMT 
2 Mar 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 2 Mar (AFP)—Benin has resumed dip- 
lomatic relations with Chad and Gabon, it was learned 
today from official sources in Cotonou. The new ambas- 
sadors from Chad and Gabon on 21 February presented 
their letters of accreditation to the head of state, Presi- 
dent Mathieu Kerekou, the same sources said. Benin 
broke its diplomatic relations with Gabon in 1978 and 
with Chad in 1981, it was indicated. 


The new Mauritanian ambassador, who also presented 
his letters of accreditation on the same day, immediately 
asked for the extradition of his compatriot, Cheick 
Ahmed Kadi Youba, who was tried and sentenced to 20 
years in prison on 27 February for plotting against 
President Kerekou's regime. 


* Peaceful Press-Government Coexistence Backed 
34190112a Cotonou EHUZU in French 
31 Jan 89 pp 1, 12 


[Commentary by Maurice Chabi: “Safeguarding Coex- 
"| 


[Text] Clarification sessions, yes, but they are also meant 
to sensitize. Ever since the independent press first saw 
the light of day in our country, Beninese journalists have 
gradually become used io those marathon mectings io 
which they were invited by the head of state whenever a 
rebellious grain of sand slipped into the great “press- 
government” machinery, threatening that coexistence 
which, though desired by both sides, suffocates the one 
and becomes an embarrassment to the other. 


The harsh tone that characterized the meeting yesterday 
at the presidential palace showed that Benin’s indepen- 
dent press, though still in its youth, has already reached 
the limit in terms of its libertarian impulses to sport a 
Western “look” [preceding word in English]. And thougit 
it risks seeing its future mortgaged, its existence from 
now on will depend in large measure on its willingness to 
observe the norms which the government has imposed 
on it out of concern for public order. 


Not to name names, the heads of three i 

Beninese publications—ECHOS D’AFRIQUE, TAM. 
TAM EXPRESS and GAZETTE DU GOLFE—asked 
for an audience with President Kerekou to get informa- 
tion about the current social situation in our country. A 
quite commendable initiative in principle, and one 
which does honor to those who undertook it. Neverthe- 
less, respect for the bureaucratic channels in our country 
requires that such a request go through the Ministry of 
Information and Communications, the institutional 
guardian of the press. This was not done. And the head 
of state was certainly justified in showing his anger about 


WEST AFRICA 27 


this nearly anarchic situation—a situation which unfor- 
tunately seems to amuse a great number of our fellow 
countrymen, who will knock on the doors of the presi- 
dent's own offices for a yes or a no. 


As for the questions that our colleagues wanted to broach 
with the head of state, it has clearly been established that 
specific answers could be provided by the ministerial 
departments concerned, whose heads have received 
“carte blanche” to discuss them with the press. Respect 
for these elementary procedural rules certainly does not 
bar Beninese or foreign journalists from meeting with 
the president in press conferences or obtaining exclusive 
interviews when the situation or specific contingencies 
require it. For it must be remembered that nowhere in 
the world is the president obliged to take the place of his 
own ministers. Everyone has his job to do, and Benin is 
no exception to this universal rule. 


Regarding the thorny question of censorship, that nem- 
esis of the press throughout the world, Benin has made a 
political choice in accordance with its own social, polit- 
ical, and cultural circumstances, and no one is in a 
position to begrudge it that mght. Doubtless there are 
countnes where censorship of the press is inconspicuous, 
perhaps even absent: but the sociocultural characteristics 
of Benin require the government to put up guardrails, 
without which sideslipping harmful to the masses would 
be inevitable. The power and influence of the press today 
are such that journalists cannot with any decency ignore 
the effect news can have on the people it reaches. 


This was the lesson in civics and prudence that President 
Kerekou gave yesterday to the members of the national 
press, to help them better understand their responsibility 
and above all the delicacy of their mission. A mission 
which, after all, they can hardly carry out without the 
support and even complicity of the government. 


Certainly there is no great love between the independent 
press and the Beninese State. But a desire for peaceful 
coexistence exists on both sides. We must be vigilant in 
safeguarding it, in the name of that democracy without 
which any developmental policy is only so much window 
dressing and therefore doomed to fail. 


Liberia 


Muslim Council Urges Ban on ‘Satanic Verses’ 
ABO703085289 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 7 Mar 89 


[Text] The Muslim Council of Liberia has appealed to 
the government to ban the controversial book, Satanic 
Verses, published by British author Salman Rushdie. In 
a letter addressed to information minister, Mr Emma- 
nuel Bowier, the president of the National Muslim 
Council of Liberia, Alhaji Rashid requested the govern- 
ment, in the interest of religious peaceful coexistence 
which prevails in Liberia, not to allow the importation 
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and the sale of the book in this country because the book, 


according to them, is blasphemous, (?felonious), and 
biased against the Muslim religion. 


Mali 


President Decides To Ban ‘Satanic Verses’ 
ABO0803 171289 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The weekly Cabinet meeting took place this 
morning at Koulouba under the chairmanship of the 
president of the Republic, General Moussa Traore. [pas- 
Sage Omitted] 


The president informed the cabinet of the decision by 
the party to ban the importation, distribution and prop- 
agation of the book “Satanic Verses.” The president has 
charged the ministers of defense, information, terrntonal 
administration, and basic development, as well as the 
minister of (agriculture) with carrying out this decision. 


Nigeria 


* Paper on Labor Crisis 
34000246b Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
4 Feb 89 p6 


{[Article: “Averting Labour Crisis”} 


[Text] With the 21-day ultimatum issued b seven trade 
unions in the civil service to government, a period within 
which they wani wages reviewed and fringe benefiis 
cancelled in this year’s budget restored, there is the 
danger that the relative industrial peace experienced in 
the country for some time now will be shattered. At this 
crucial period when concerted efforts should be made by 
all to ensure that the economy is revitalized, it is clear 
that the country cannot afford any industrial strife. 
Strikes and the attendant waste of valuable man-hours 
can only further worsen the economic crisis. 


tii view of the capability of industrial unrest to jeopard- 
ise rapid economic recovery, everything should be done 
to ensure that the simmering crisis is quenched before it 
develops into a full-blown industrial wildfire. We believe 
that only sincere dialogue between government and 
labour leaders can help diffuse tension and avert the 
imminent labour crisis. In situations like this the ability 
of government to display a high degree of tolerance in 
crisis management is of paramount importance. On the 
other hand, however, labour leaders should avoid the 
temptation to be ngid and unbending in their demands. 
Both parties should attend negotiations with open 
minds. 


It is important for the trade unions to realise that the 
current economic crisis is not the creation of the present 
regime. Moreover the government deserves commenda- 
tion for not shying away from policy measures which are 
in the long term interests of the country even if they 
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make it unpopular in the short run. All sections of the 
society just have to make sacrifices now in the interest of 
future economic prosperity based on the firm foundation 
of a more self-reliant economy. 


Al the same time too, government should be sympathetic 
with the position of the trade unions. Paramount on 
their minds is the falling standard of living of workers in 
the face of the ever rising cost of living. In the situation, 
any cut in fringe benefits and allowances would defi- 
nitely not be attractive. The workers must be made to 
see, that neither increase in wages nor restoration of 
fringe benefits is the solution. Indeed, these can only 
further worsen the problem of inflation, thus reducing 
even more the value of the workers wages. It must also be 
admitted that government made a mistake in the first 
place when, last, year, it succumbed to the populist 
demand for rise in wages by increasing fringe benefits. 
The workers reaction now 1s partly due to the problem of 
adjusting to the cut in those fringe benefits, especially 
when there is no corresponding fall in living costs. 


We call on Nigerian workers to display a high sense of 
patriotism by not embarking on any action which can 
further harm the economy. That will not be in anybody's 
interest, least of all, the workers. The government should 
be given a chance in its bold bid to restructure and 
resuscitate the economy. Government too should not 
hesitate to agree to labour demands which are reasonabie 
and can genuinely enhance their productivity. It should 
be realised that a satisfactory minimum standard of 
living 1s necessary for optimum productivity on the part 
of tabour. This imminent !abour crisis must be averted 
and compromise 1s the key. 


* Paper Admonishes Police Against Lawlessness 
34000246a Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
3 Feb 89 p 13 


{Article: “The Police and the People} 


[Text] No mght-thinking person would approve of the 
recent incident in the villages of Lofi, Luwaji and Ogbere 
in Ifo-Otta Local Government area of Ogun State where 
three policemen and their civilian driver on a mission to 
arrest an alleged receiver of stolen goods were brutally 
murdered and buried in a shallow grave. Nigeria is 
supposed to be a civilised society where the rule of law 
reigns. What happened in Lofi was nothing but jungle 
justice and a heinous crime against the society. 


But we regard as equally condemnable the threat issued 
last Tuesday by the Ogun State Police Commissioner, 
Mr Vincent Ogwumba, to the three villages to produce 
the body of one of the murdered cops or risk police 
invasion. Coming shortly after the atrocities the police 
committed in Irri village in Bendel State in a circum- 
Stance similar to the one in Lofi, Commissioner 


Ogwumba's threat 1s dangerous indeed. 
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It 1s certain that if the police make good their threat, they 


villagers had a hand in the crime. Only a few criminals 
must have committed the reprehensible act. What is 
more, there is no evidence that the generality of the 


Having said this, it is worthwhile to point out that there 
is everything wrong in the police force of a country which 
attained independence 28 years ago seeing itself as an 
invasion force. Our policemen must see Nigerians as 
people they are paid to protect and not people they may 
invade to settle personal or institutional scores. 


We are also disturbed by a situation whereby the police- 
man is a prosecutor, a judge, and an enforcer, all rolled 
into One in its own case. Journalists and others who have 
dared point out police harassment of innocent citizens 
have often themselves been harassed and intimidated, 
subsequently through being searched and being invited 
for daily chats. 


The police must give every Nigerian citizen the confi- 
dence that they are indeed his friend. Every Nigerian is 
not a criminai. A great majority of our compatnots are 
straight and law-abiding. The police should always direct 
their attention against only the few miscreants in our 
midst. It does not speak well of our supposed protectors 
that many Nigerians cringe upon the sight of a cop for 
fear that they could fall victims to arbitrary arrest and 
detention for crimes they know nothing about. The Irri 
experience in which a whole community was ransacked 
by the police for the crime of a few persons must not be 
allowed to occur again in this country. 
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Sierra Leone 


Pessible Thaw in Soviet Union Relations 
AB0303 154689 Paris AFP in English 1749 GMT 
2 Mar 8&9 


[Excerpts] Freetown, 2 Mar (AFP)}—Viadimir Novoselt- 
sev, USSR ambassador to Sierra Leone, who was called 
to Moscow for consultations at the end of January after 
the expulsion of two Soviet journalists posted in Free- 
town, returned to the Sierra Leonean capital this week, it 
was learned today from official sources. According to 
unconfirmed reports, Mr Novoseltsev brought a letter 
from the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev inviting Pres- 
ident Joseph Momoh, the Sierra Leonean head of state, 
to pay an official visit to Moscow. 


This return and the rumors on this invitation, according 
to diplomatic sources, show a considerable warming of 
relations between Sierra Leone and the Soviet Union, 
which greatly deteriorated since the expulsion incident, 
followed by the seizure by the seizure scientific research 
ship at the Freetown harbor a little after the departure of 
Mr Novoseltsev. That ship, “Akademik Mi£stak 
Keldysh”, was reported to have illegally entered Sierra 
Leonean terntorial waters. [passage omitted] 


The first incident occurred on 25 January, 1989, when 
the Sierra Leonean authorities, obviously irritated by the 
interest shown by the Soviets over installations consid- 
ered to be strategic expelled the TASS and NOVOSTI 
correspondents from the country. The were accused of 
photographing ammunition depots constructed in Sierra 
Leone by PRC. 


Diplomatic sources stated today in Freetown that an 
official visit by President Momoh to Moscow was sched- 
uled a long time ago. If this invitation is accepted, it will 
mark the restoration of normalcy in relations between 
the two countries, these sources stated, adding that it 
would be the first time a Sierra Leonean head of state 
would be going officially to the Soviet Union. 
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